
Final symposium of the Joint SDG research programme 
‘Tackling Global Challenges through Use-inspired Research’ (1st round) 

 

Monday 30 January 2023, SDG House (Amsterdam) 
This is a live meeting from 9.30 – 17.30 hrs at KIT Royal Tropical Institute (Mauritskade 64 Amsterdam). 
Participation is free of charge, but registration is mandatory. Details of the symposium, the research 
programme and projects are available on the programme website. 

About the symposium  
In this final symposium, the findings and lessons of the 2017-2023 research programme Tackling Global 
Challenges through Use-inspired Research (1st round) will be presented. This programme aimed to encourage 
the Dutch research system in contributing to achieving the SDG’s in low and middle-income countries. The 
focus has been on SDG coherence and scalability of promising innovations.  
 
The research programme generated new evidence-based knowledge and tangible societal outputs in LMICs. 
Nine research consortia were supported in a mode of equity, bringing together expertise from across 
disciplines, sectors and regions. During this symposium, we will reflect on research results (hindsight), learn 
from insights and explore the contours of future integrated SDG knowledge (and its use) in the Netherlands 
and LMICs (foresight). The symposium is relevant to researchers and knowledge workers in policy, practice and 
private sectors. Lindy van Vliet, Head of Knowledge at KIT Royal Tropical Institute, is the moderator of this 
symposium. 
 
This research programme was funded by the Dutch Research Council department WOTRO Science for Global 
Development and six Dutch research organisations (Delft University of Technology, IHE Delft Institute for Water 
Education, University of Amsterdam, Utrecht University, VU Amsterdam and Wageningen University & 
Research).  

  

Registration 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/joint-sdg-research-initiative/final-symposium-tackling-global-challenges-through-use-inspired-research
https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/joint-sdg-research-initiative
https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/joint-sdg-research-initiative
https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/joint-sdg-research-initiative/2017-granted-projects
https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/joint-sdg-research-initiative/final-symposium-tackling-global-challenges-through-use-inspired-research
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Agenda 
09.30 Registration and coffee 
09.45 Opening and welcome 
10.00 Setting the scene 

- Dr. Nicky Pouw - Conceptualising and Measuring SDG Interactions: Findings and Gaps 
- Prof. dr. ir. Nick van de Giesen – SDG Graduate Research on Worldwide Challenges 

10.30 Presentation of research findings (in couples), part 1:  
- SDG Coherence and alignment:  

- Enhancing Water, Food and Energy Security in the Lower Zambezi (ZAMSECUR)  
- Nature based water infrastructures in Ethiopia and Kenya for #GlobalGoals (NaBWIG) 

10.55 Coffee break 
11.10 Presentation of research findings (in couples), part 2: 

- Scalability & sustainability, 1:  
- Reducing trade-offs and increasing synergies associated with improved food security in Lao 

PDR and Myanmar  
- The Missing Middle: Food system transformation pathways to link action at multiple levels 

to SDGs 2, 12, 13 and 15 in Tanzania and Vietnam 
- Scalability & sustainability, 2:  

- Leave fossil fuels underground for sustainable and inclusive development: Co-creating 
alternative pathways in Africa and Latin America 

- Coping with Urban and Infrastructural Heterogeneity: Sustainable Energy Transitions in 
Tanzania and Mozambique 

- Impact and ownership: 
- A sustainable MRI system to diagnose hydrocephalus in Uganda 
- Crowdsourcing App for Responsible Production in Africa (CARPA): Promoting Decent Work 

with Innovative Accountability Technology in DR Congo, Mali, & South Africa 
- Mangroves and Mud (MangoMud): Monitoring and Modelling Coastal Dynamics in 

Suriname to Mitigate the Effects of Climate Change 
12.30 Lunch &Walking gallery (poster presentations by research consortia) 
13.30 First break-out session: 

1. SDG coherence & alignment (Moderator: Dr. Pooja Prasad; Discussant: Prof. Ahmed Balogun) 
2. Scalability & sustainability (Moderator: Dr. Michelle Westermann-Behaylo; Discussant: Dr. Kei 

Otsuki) 
3. Impact & ownership (Moderator: Prof. Steven de Jong; Discussant: Dr. Saskia van Veen)  
4. Fairness in the field (Moderator: Prof. Henning Melber; Discussant: Dr. Sandra Alba) 

14.15 Second break-out session (see themes and moderators above) 
15.00 Tea break 
15.25 Reporting key takeaways from the break-out sessions 
15.45 Panel debate: pathways for an integrated SDG knowledge agenda in the Netherlands and beyond: 

- Lindy van Vliet (moderator), Head of Knowledge at KIT Royal Tropical Institute 
- Dr. Harriet Birungi, Vice President of international programs, Population Council, Kenya. 
- Prof. Joyeeta Gupta, full professor of environment and development in the global south at the 
Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research of the University of Amsterdam and IHE Delft 
Institute for Water Education. 
- Dr. Ricardo Hernandez, Agri-food economist and value chains expert at the Alliance of Bioversity 
and International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), and country representative in Vietnam. 

16.30 Drinks and bites 
 
 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/nwa1293191004
https://growinresearch.eu/
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303102
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303103
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303108
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303108
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303109
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303109
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303104
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303104
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303107
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303107
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303101
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303105
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303105
file://nwo.nl/nwodata/SGW/4.%20Samenwerking/5.%20Wotro/Programma's/SDG/8.%20M&E/1.%20Ronde/5.%20final%20symposium/Programme/Scenario%20en%20programma/Mangroves%20and%20Mud%20(MangoMud):%20Monitoring%20and%20Modelling%20Coastal%20Dynamics%20in%20Suriname%20to%20Mitigate%20the%20Effects%20of%20Climate%20Change
file://nwo.nl/nwodata/SGW/4.%20Samenwerking/5.%20Wotro/Programma's/SDG/8.%20M&E/1.%20Ronde/5.%20final%20symposium/Programme/Scenario%20en%20programma/Mangroves%20and%20Mud%20(MangoMud):%20Monitoring%20and%20Modelling%20Coastal%20Dynamics%20in%20Suriname%20to%20Mitigate%20the%20Effects%20of%20Climate%20Change
https://www.kit.nl/staff/lindy-van-vliet/
https://www.popcouncil.org/research/expert/harriet-birungi
https://www.uva.nl/en/profile/g/u/j.gupta/j.gupta.html#Profile--Short-CV
https://alliancebioversityciat.org/who-we-are/ricardo-hernandez
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Cross-cutting themes 

1. Coherence and Alignment 
The SDG Agenda aims to balance the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable global 
development; knowledge related to individual dimensions, goals or targets does not necessarily 'add up'. Innovative 
interventions may be promising with respect to one dimension/goal/target, but there may be negative, albeit 
unintended, effects with respect to other dimensions/goals/targets ('negative trade-offs'). At the same time, there 
may also be positive side effects ('positive trade-offs'), and knowledge about these is equally important for the 
pursuit of an integrated agenda. As such, knowledge and tangible solutions that incorporate these interaction effects 
between different SDGs (or between different targets within SDGs) are required for sustainable contribution to SDGs.  
 
Decision makers at various tiers in the Global South struggle to comply with the different SDG dimensions. They are 
confronted with a variety of assessment frameworks, guidelines and benchmarks developed by international donors, 
national and local governments or companies that should guide their practices and assess the sustainability of their 
practices. This session focuses on SDG coherence and alignment processes.  

2. Scalability and Sustainability 
With the SDG agenda being a global agenda, SDG science should focus on the scalability of research results. How to 
upscale successful innovations, interventions and approaches, to other regions and/or sectors? Are large-scale 
innovations and interventions the way forward? How to cope with large-scale implementation challenges, such as 
constraints in government capacity, information availability, strains on other sectors of the economy, price responses 
to changing supply/demand conditions, and political economy constraints?  
 
This session focuses on how researchers and their partners identify and realize scaling possibilities (upscaling to other 
sectors and/or to other geographical regions). We will discuss the pros and cons of upscaling research. And we will 
discuss how evidence can be translated into tangible solutions that are sustainable beyond project duration.  

3. Impact and Ownership 
Using evidence is key to achieving the SDG Agenda. This programme aimed to generate tangible outputs that are 
accessible, affordable and applicable for practitioners in LMICs. Research consortia funded in this programme 
implemented a strategy for research uptake (including theory of change, impact plan, stakeholder engagement, 
communication). As part of the use-inspired research approach, consortia co-created knowledge together with non-
academic experts, e.g. policymakers, NGOs, SMEs, farmers, patients and other partners and stakeholders. Such 
cooperation not only bolstered scientific thinking but also increase the likelihood that research results will be used.  
 
In this session, we will discuss approaches to harness evidence for societal change. What are effective means of 
communication? How to accommodate different jargon, expectations and time frames? In case research has 
generated tangible outputs, such as software, a database, device or any other product, post-project ownership 
(including IP rights), maintenance and development are critical issues to consider.  

4. Fairness in the field 

Equity, among researchers and between researchers and their partners and stakeholders, is a crucial basis for 
knowledge production and sharing. There is growing attention for fairness in all phases of the research process, from 
formulating research questions, through data collection to sharing findings. This is especially relevant in – often 
resource-poor – LMICs, considering the SDG adagio Leave no one behind. This session focuses on the opportunities 
and challenges of a more equitable knowledge system. Should research consortia take the lead in developing a more 
fair and inclusive research culture or is systemic regulation required? What is the current and desired role of Global 
South organisations? And what are the potential side-effects of more stringent research ethics, such as more 
complicated ethical approval processes? 
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2017 Granted projects 
 
A sustainable MRI system to diagnose hydrocephalus in Uganda 
Project leader: Prof. ir. Martin van Gijzen (Delft University of Technology) 
Consortium: Leiden University, the Netherlands; Penn State Center for Neural Engineering, United States; 
Mbarara University of Science and Technology, Uganda 

- Project 
- Website 
- Country targeted: Uganda 
- SDGs targeted: 3, 2 

 
Enhancing Water, Food and Energy Security in the Lower Zambezi (ZAMSECUR) 
Project leader: Prof. dr. ir. Nick van de Giesen (Delft University of Technology) 
Consortium: Delft University of Technology; University of Zimbabwe 

- Project 
- Website ZAMSECUR 
- Countries targeted: Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique 
- SDGs targeted: 6, 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 11, 15 

 
Nature based water infrastructures in Ethiopia and Kenya for #GlobalGoals (NaBWIG) 
Project leader: Prof. dr. Pieter van der Zaag (IHE Delft Institute for Water Education) 
Consortium: IHE Delft; Mekelle University, Ethiopia; Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology, 
Kenya; South Eastern Kenya University, Kenya 

- Project 
- Countries targeted: Kenya, Ethiopia 
- SDGs targeted: 2, 6 

 
Leave fossil fuels underground for sustainable and inclusive development: Co-creating alternative pathways in Africa and Latin 
America 
Project leader: Prof. dr. Barbara Hogenboom (University of Amsterdam) 
Consortium: University of Amsterdam; University Andina Simón Bolívar, Ecuador 

- Project 
- Website LFFU 
- Countries targeted: South Africa, Ecuador 
- SDG(s) targeted: 13, 15, 16, 1, 7, 8, 10 

 
Crowdsourcing App for Responsible Production in Africa (CARPA): Promoting Decent Work with Innovative Accountability 
Technology in DR Congo, Mali, & South Africa 
Project leader: Dr. Michelle Westermann - Behaylo (University of Amsterdam) 
Consortium: University of Amsterdam; Pole Institute, Democratic Republic of the Congo 

- Project 
- App 
- Countries targeted: Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mali, South Africa 
- SDGs targeted: 8, 12, 16, 3, 14, 15, 17 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303101
https://www.tudelft.nl/diagnostics-for-all/projects/a-sustainable-mri-system-to-diagnose-hydrocephalus-in-uganda
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303102
https://zamsecur.wixsite.com/home
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303103
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303104
http://www.leavefossilfuelsunderground.org/about-lffu/
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303105
https://carpa.io/login
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Mangroves and Mud (MangoMud): Monitoring and Modelling Coastal Dynamics in Suriname to Mitigate the Effects of Climate 
Change 
Project leader: Prof. dr. Steven de Jong (Utrecht University) 
Consortium: Utrecht University; Anton de Kom University of Suriname, Suriname 

- Project 
- Website MangoMud 
- Country targeted: Suriname 
- SDGs targeted: 4, 13, 14, 15 

 
Coping with Urban and Infrastructural Heterogeneity: Sustainable Energy Transitions in Tanzania and Mozambique 
Project leader: Prof. dr. Jochen Monstadt (Utrecht University) 
Consortium: Utrecht University; Eduardo Mondlane University, Mozambique; Ardhi University, Tanzania; Royal 
HaskoningDHV, the Netherlands 

- Project 
- Countries targeted: Tanzania, Mozambique 
- SDGs targeted: 1, 7, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 13, 17  

 
Reducing trade-offs and increasing synergies associated with improved food security in Lao PDR and Myanmar 
Project leader: Prof. dr. Peter Lanjouw (VU University Amsterdam) 
Consortium: VU University Amsterdam; National Institute of Public Health, Lao PDR; Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, Lao PDR; IFPRI Washington, United States 

- Project 
- Countries targeted: Lao PDR, Myanmar 
- SDGs targeted: 2, 1, 3, 13, 15 

 
The Missing Middle: Food system transformation pathways to link action at multiple levels to SDGs 2, 12, 13 and 15 in Tanzania 
and Vietnam 
Project leader: Dr. ir. Maja Slingerland (Wageningen University & Research) 
Consortium: Wageningen University & Research; International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Tanzania; 
International Centre for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), Vietnam; Vietnam National University of Agriculture 
(VNUA), Vietnam 

- Project 
- Website The Missing Middle 
- Countries targeted: Tanzania, Vietnam 
- SDGs targeted: 2, 12, 13, 15 

 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303106
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/department-of-physical-geography/mangromud-mangroves-for-coastal-protection-in-suriname
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303107
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303108
https://www.nwo.nl/en/projects/w-07303109
https://www.wur.nl/en/project/the-missing-middle.htm
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