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General 
Before completing the pre-proposal form, please study the information and guidelines provided in the NWO call for 
proposals. You can download these texts from the NWO website or in ISAAC. The original Dutch-language text of the 
call is the authoritative version. Where the English-language text is open to a different interpretation, no additional 
rights may be derived from it. 
 
Please submit your application pre-proposal form and other necessary documents electronically, using the ISAAC 
system (https://www.isaac.nwo.nl).    
 
Please note that PDF format is required for all documents. This is the only format that guarantees that the 
application will be received in exactly the same form as it has been sent. To fill out the application form, you are free 
to use programs other than Word (e.g., LaTeX), as long as you preserve the form’s overall structure, layout and font 
type (Calibri). Use a 9,5-point font size (Calibri). 
 
Completed pre-proposal forms must be converted to PDF format before submission. Please remove all instructions 
(in italic) from the form before converting your application. 
 
In order for ISAAC to process the application data properly, all submitted PDF files must be free of security locks 
and bookmarks. If you do not know how to convert your application to PDF format, allow extra time to get help from 
your institution’s computer support department or from the ISAAC help desk at NWO (isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl or +31 
20 346 7179).  
 
The deadline for submitting your pre-proposal application (i.e., the pre-proposal application form and other 
necessary documents) is 7 September 2021, 14.00.00 hrs (Central European Summer Time). This means that you 
must have filled out all the information fields, uploaded all the documents, and have clicked the ‘submit’ button 
before 14:00:00 hrs (CET). Applications received after the deadline are automatically disqualified. 
 
Please note that ISAAC may use a session timeout. Save your application data regularly and avoid long sessions with 
periods of inactivity. 
 
Please complete the application entirely in English. Do not exceed the stated maximum number of words for each 
section of the form. If you exceed the stated maximum number of words your application may be disqualified from 
the competition. Do not use footnotes. 
 
Important note: when writing your proposal, take into account that it will be read and assessed by an assessment 
committee that contains members from multiple scientific disciplines.  
 
If you have any questions about the application form or application process, please do not hesitate to contact the 
round secretaries. Contact details can be found in the call for proposals. You can also send an email to 
sgwoc@nwo.nl. 

You will receive a confirmation of the admissibility of your submission — i.e., whether it complies with all formal 
requirements— within approximately two weeks after the submission deadline. Please make sure that you can be 
contacted by NWO in this period after submission of your pre-proposal, in case you are required to make any 
corrections to your pre-proposal for admissibility reasons. 

 

https://www.isaac.nwo.nl/
mailto:isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl
mailto:sgwoc@nwo.nl
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1. Administrative details 
1a. Title 
Provide an English title. Please use the same title for your pre-proposal in ISAAC.  

1b. Domain 
When submitting an application in the Open Competition – SSH, you have to select the NWO domain SSH/SGW here. 
However, if your application involves scientific disciplines related to other NWO domains, you can also choose one 
other NWO domain presented here. Applications with such a multidisciplinary component will be considered by the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Domain, as long as they contain a clear social sciences or humanities component. 
If necessary, expertise from other disciplines and domains will be called upon to assess such applications. 

1c. Language preference 
Please indicate here if you prefer Dutch or English as language for future correspondence concerning this application. 

2. Research idea 
2a. Research idea 
Provide a concise description of your research idea (aims/problems/questions, innovative aspects, urgency) in no 
more than 600 words. The description should clearly outline what is being investigated.  The aim is to generate 
interest and enthusiasm for your research idea.  

2b. Methodology 
Provide a concise description of your methodological approach in no more than 100 words. Your description should 
clearly outline your overall approach to the main research question(s), giving a general idea of the way in which you 
will conduct the research. You do not need to provide precise methodological details at this point. 

2c. Reference list 
You may add a list of references of max. ½ A4 in total for part 2. Hyperlinks are only allowed in the reference list (so 
only in section 2c, not in section 2a or 2b) and may not be used to provide additional information other than the 
location of the named source. You may format your references (and in-text citations) as you wish, as long as 
assessors can easily use the reference list to find the sources listed. 

3. Researchers and organisation 
3a. Main applicant 
Provide the requested information. Only one person can act as the main applicant. Please note that you cannot switch 
main applicants after submission of your pre-proposal. 

3b. Co-applicants 
Provide the requested information. Only formal co-applicants may be mentioned here. Advisors, co-supervisors,  
(potential) staff members etc. can be mentioned under 3c. Suitability of the research team for the proposed research 
(if desired). Please note that the eligibility criteria for main applicants also apply to co-applicants.  In case of multiple 
co-applicants, you may copy the table provided. 

3c. Suitability of the research team for the proposed research 
Please describe the quality and suitability of the research team involved in the proposed project in no more than 300 
words. Motivate why it is suited for the proposed research and (if applicable) what the added value is of the 
combination of researchers working together. Point out and motivate the indicators that demonstrate the 
appropriateness and expertise of the researchers involved. Do not mention metrics such as Journal Impact Factors, 
H-indices or any type of metric that refers to journal/publisher-impact, but describe the quality and expertise of the 
researchers in a more narrative form, and/or describe the impact of their output using measures directly related to 
the output items, such as influence on policy, practice or the scientific field.    
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You may also use this section to describe any other individuals or parties that will be involved besides the formal 
main- and co-applicants. Such parties or individuals may be (but are not limited to): 

- Requested staff members (PhD students, postdocs) 
- (Co-)supervisors 
- (Inter)national collaborators 
- Technical support 
- Societal or industry partners 

 
State a maximum of five relevant items of output from the main applicant. Output may concern publications, tools, 
datasets, software, or any other contribution thought to be relevant for the current pre-proposal. Up to five output 
items may also be stated for each formal co-applicant. Provide just the factual details of the output (e.g. for 
publications: title, author, publisher, etc.). Such bibliographical details of the selected output do not count 
towards the word limit, any further description (e.g. motivation of its relevance or impact) should be included 
towards the available 300 words, however.  
 
Please note that the selection committee does not assess individual CVs, but assesses the suitability and expertise of 
the researchers and other individuals involved in light of the proposed research idea.   
 
You may use hyperlinks in this section to provide a location for a source in your list of selected output, but you 
are not allowed to use hyperlinks to provide additional information through for instance links to personal 
profiles, project webpages or publication lists.  
 

3d. Budget modules 
Please provide your expected budget requirements in the table and briefly describe and motivate them (max. 200 
words). Note the limitations of what you may apply for in the call for proposals (Section 3.2). Please provide an 
estimation of the total budget of your project. Use the table provided to describe briefly but clearly the personnel 
positions you wish to apply for, and give a general indication of the (type of) material costs, costs for knowledge 
utilisation, investments and internationalisation you would like to receive funding for.  

4. Statements 
4a. Eligibility: conditions for applying 
Indicate that you and any co-applicants comply with the formal eligibility criteria. The boxes on the form can be 
checked by clicking on them. Please note all additional information on eligibility as provided in the call for proposals, 
Section 3.1. 

4b. Statements of the main applicant 
Check all applicable boxes in this section and ‘sign’ the form by entering your name, place, and date. 
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