
 

 

 

Welcome to our NWO-MVI newsletter for the latest insights and information on NWO-MVI 

research 

  

In this last edition of 2021 you will find an interview with Jeroen van den Hoven on ethics in 

innovation in Europe, Ed Nijpels and Niek Mouter talk about citizen participation in the case of 

difficult issues, NWO-MVI top-up grants for five research projects into electrochemical conversion 

materials (ECCM), and an overview of the calls within the KIC and NWA that are open for 

applications. Finally, please sign up to listen to our podcast and do join us on LinkedIn. 

  

All of us at NWO-MVI join in wishing you a Happy Holiday Season. 

 
 

  

Ethics as a compass for EU innovation 

Ethical reflection on innovation is necessary to continue safeguarding the values that we find so 

important within the European Union. This is because society is shaped to a large extent by new 

technology. 

 

Jeroen van den Hoven, Professor of Ethics and 

Technology at TU Delft and a member of the 

committee Responsible Innovation (Dutch acronym: 

MVI) at NWO, is the main author of the Statement 

‘Values for the Future: the Role of Ethics in 

European and Global Governance’. This paper was 

presented as an advice to the President of the 

European Commission Ursula von der Leyen in June 

of this year. ‘The NWO research with respect to responsible innovation plays a significant role 

within that document.’  

Read more... 

 

https://www.nwo-mvi.nl/
https://www.nwo-mvi.nl/node/5889


 

The silent majority speaks 

‘The “rebuilding of the Netherlands”, which is necessary to realise the Climate Agreement of the 

Netherlands, will not succeed with old-fashioned citizen participation. We need to modernise our 

toolkit’, says Ed Nijpels, chair of the Climate Agreement Progress Consultation and crown-appointed 

member of the Social and Economic Council of the Netherlands (SER). That modernisation is provided by 

TU Delft researcher Niek Mouter. 

 

With the Participatory Value Evaluation (PVE) tool, his team organised a citizen climate consultation in 

response to a motion from the Dutch House of Representatives. Nijpels and Mouter talk about citizen 

participation in the case of difficult issues. 

Read more... 

 

   

 

 

Grant opportunities for MVI research 

NWO endorses the importance of interdisciplinary research that maps out the social aspects of 

(technological) innovations at an early stage. Therefore, there are plenty of opportunities for MVI 

research within NWO. For calls within the Knowledge and Innovation Covenant (KIC) and the Dutch 

Research Agenda (NWA), matchmaking meetings are organised to bring alpha, beta and gamma 

researchers together and to stimulate interdisciplinary cooperation from the very start. 

 

Please find an overview of the calls within the KIC and NWA that are open for applications here... 

 

  

https://www.nwo-mvi.nl/node/5891
https://www.nwo-mvi.nl/node/5890


 
 

 

Podcast Responsible Innovation. Designing for Public Values in a Digital World  

NWO organised two panel discussions during the Digital Society Conference of the 

Universities of the Netherlands. On the second day (30 November), thoughts were exchanged 

about ‘Responsible Innovation. Designing for Public Values in a Digital World’. A two-part 

podcast about this event will soon be published. Follow our media channels, or let us know 

you are interested via mvi@nwo.nl. 

  

The panel discussion was moderated by Prof. Marcel Broersma – University of Groningen. 

Marcel Broersma is professor of Media and Journalism Studies and the director of the Centre 

for Media and Journalism Studies of the University of Groningen. Geert Kuyper (Ministry of 

Defence), Dr Gert Meyers (University of Tilburg) Dr Eva Groen-Reijman (University of 

Amsterdam) and Cem Adiyaman (Ministry of the Interior) joined the debate as panel 

members. This interesting discussion, which was an interaction between science, policy and 

questions from students, focussed on the embedding of public values in the design of digital 

technologies.  

 

Green light for research into societal aspects of Electrochemical Conversion and Materials 

Five research projects into electrochemical conversion 

materials (ECCM) can now start, with a top-up grant for 

Responsible Innovation. One requirement for this grant 

is close involvement from the humanities and social 

sciences in the research into ECCM innovations. A total 

of € 1,922,477 has been awarded to the programme. 

Read more... 

https://www.rug.nl/staff/m.j.broersma/
https://www.nwo-mvi.nl/node/5893


 

 

Responsible Innovation 

NWO-MVI research focuses on important societal challenges and the innovations required for 

these. It itemises the societal aspects of these (technological) innovations at an early stage so that 

they can be taken into account during the design and development phase. Our aim? To realise 

innovations that are acceptable to society! 


