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I. General NWA-ORC 
1. What is typical for an application in the NWA-ORC round?  

The core elements of the NWA should be represented in each NWA-ORC application and are the following: 

– The substantive agenda constituted by the 25 routes and 140 cluster questions; 

– The knowledge-chain-wide approach, which means that NWA projects encompass fundamental, applied 

and practice-oriented research. This means that knowledge institutes, universities and applied and practice-

oriented research institutions all work together in the NWA; 

– Bringing disciplines together: the research is interdisciplinary; 

– Close cooperation between science and society: between researchers, civil society organisations (both 

public and private) and the general public, and actively giving back the results to society and 

dialogue/interaction with society. 

 

Proposals should fall within one or more NWA routes and address one or more of the 140 cluster questions. The 

projects in the NWA-ORC will focus on innovative research with the aim of bringing about scientific and/or societal 

breakthroughs. 

 

All parties in the consortium are actively involved in formulating the research questions, working out the approach to 

answer these questions and achieving the desired scientific and societal breakthroughs. This also stresses the cyclical 

nature of research and innovation processes: on the one hand, acquired basic knowledge flows through to 

application in policy and practice; on the other hand, problem-oriented questions from practice inspire further 

research. 

 

2. What is the available budget for the NWA-ORC 2020/21? 

132.3 million euros was reserved for the NWA-ORC programme in 2020.  

 

3. Why is the budget for this ORC 2020/21 round higher than in the previous rounds?  

Because of the corona measures, the start of the NWA-ORC 2020/21 round has been considerably delayed. For this 

reason, NWO is not organising a separate funding round for 2021. Instead, NWO will use the budget of the 2021 

round to increase the funding for the 2020/21 and the next 2021/22 round. 

 

4. When is the next NWA-ORC round? 

The next ORC-funding round after this 2020/21 round will be the 2021/22 round. This round is expected to start in 

the fall of 2021.  

 
5. Is the budget of the NWA-ORC 2020/21 round adjusted by €20 million based on the recently communicated 

funding for researchers with corona-related delays? 
No. Indeed the total NWA budget has been adjusted by €20 million to compensate researchers with a delay due to 
corona-related issues, but this will not impact the current 2020/21 round. This means that the budget of the NWA-
ORC 2020/21 remains 132.3 million euros. 

 

6. Does each NWA-route receive a portion of the funds? 

No. No funds are allocated specifically to (clusters of) NWA-routes. In addition, there is no pre-determined allocation 

of the budget between the different budget ranges (also read question 50). The budget available per budget range 

will be determined in proportion to the cumulative budget requested for the full proposals considered in each 

budget range. NWO is aiming for a similar granting rate for all three budget ranges. 

 
7. Should every NWA-ORC application contain fundamental parts?  
Yes. An NWA-ORC project should always aim at achieving scientific breakthroughs, in addition, also societal 
breakthroughs can be aimed for.  

 

8. Why should fundamental and applied research be combined within the NWA? 

Breakthroughs arise from ground-breaking research in the own research field, and from interaction between 

different scientific disciplines, between science, society and companies and between fundamental, applied and 

https://2.wetenschapsagenda.nl/routes/?lang=en
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practice-oriented research. The NWA stimulates cooperation between parties to achieve more impact for science 

and society, and enables this impact. 

 

9. How are the terms 'fundamental' and 'applied' research defined in the NWA-ORC grant round? 

In this call, fundamental research is understood to be research carried out by universities, university medical centres, 

NWO and KNAW institutes and other organisations that can normally submit applications to NWO (see section 1.1.1 

of the NWO Grant Rules 2017). Applied and practice-oriented research is carried out by for instance universities of 

applied sciences, TO2 institutes and National Knowledge Institutes (RKIs), planning agencies and other public 

knowledge organisations. 

Concerning the distribution in the budget of an application between fundamental research on one hand, and applied 

and practice-oriented research on the other hand, the NWA applies for pragmatic reasons the labels 'fundamental' 

and 'applied' on the basis of the institutes. This means that researchers do not have to define this themselves. The 

consortia must pay attention to the 80/20 distribution, so that 80% of the funds requested from NWO is spent on 

organisations that can usually submit to NWO, including universities, university medical centres and NWO and KNAW 

institutes. 20% of the funds must be spent at universities of applied sciences, TO2 institutions, National Knowledge 

Institutes (RKIs), planning agencies or other public knowledge organisations. 

In the budget for an individual NWA-ORC proposal, the knowledge-chain-wide character does not have to be 

reflected exactly in an 80:20 ratio, but should be close to the rule of thumb. A ratio between 75:25 and 85:15 is 

allowed in individual NWA-ORC proposals. 

 

10. What kind of activities in the field of knowledge utilisation can funding be requested for?  

The actual knowledge utilization activities for which you can apply for funding depend on the approach that you 

choose. NWO will apply two approaches to knowledge utilisation in this call for proposals 2020/21: the Impact Plan 

approach and the Impact Outlook approach (also see Section 2.2 of the call for proposals). In this way, various 

expectations in terms of societal impact across the NWA agenda can be met. NWO sees knowledge utilisation as the 

application of knowledge through productive interactions with an interested target group in order to create societal 

value.  

 

In Annex 6.2.4 of the call for proposals is described which activities consortia at least should estimate costs for with 

respect to the Impact Plan approach.  

 

In the Impact Outlook approach applicants can, in addition to the elements that apply to the Impact Plan approach, 

specify costs for seeking unforeseen opportunities and/or costs to advance existing prospects.  

 
11. Within this round different names have been given to the roles and proposals. Can this be presented clearly? 
Below you will find a schematic representation of the different terms used in the call for proposals, the application 
form and ISAAC.  
 

Call round 2020/21 Application form ISAAC 

Penvoerder  Main applicant Hoofdaanvrager 

Aanvrager Co-applicant Mede-aanvrager 

Beknopte aanvraag Pre-proposal  Vooraanmelding 

Volledige aanvraag Full proposal Aanvraag 

 

 
12. What are the largest differences with the full proposal stage of the ORC 2019 round? 
 
The ORC 2020/21 round is generally the same as the 2019 round, but based on the experiences from the previous 
rounds, some changes or clarifications have been made:  
 

 Assessment of applications no longer takes place by budget range. Instead, clusters are made of 
applications on routes that fit together.  

 The aspect of knowledge utilization in projects is elaborated on by capturing the intentions for knowledge 
utilization via the Impact Outlook approach (in short: obtaining more knowledge) or the Impact Plan 
approach (in short: achieving societal change). 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/nwo-grant-rules
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 There are two different application forms for the full proposal: one for the Impact Outlook approach, one 
for the Impact Plan approach. Please make sure that you choose the correct form when elaborating to a full 
proposal.  

 
13. Is there a database available of the granted projects within the NWA-ORC?  
Yes. All granted projects within the NWA-ORC can be found on the NWO-website.  
 
14. We have received an invitation to submit a full proposal. Can NWO say anything about the granting rate per 

budget range? 
  
No.  At the moment, NWO is not able to make any statements about the granting rates per budget range or 
cluster, because this is related to the distribution of the requested funds within the various budget ranges. In 
general, we do not communicate about the amount of applications during the process. We can say that we 
expect to have a granting rate between 20 – 25%, but at the moment, this is an estimate. In determining the 
available subsidy amount per budget range, NWO compares total requested budget within this budget range to 
the total requested budget of the other budget ranges. . These amounts will not be known to NWO until after 
the full proposals have been submitted. The call for proposals did, however, stipulate that "in principle, NWO 
applies a comparable granting percentage for each of the three ranges".  

II. Consortium 
a. General 
15. Why do applications have to be submitted by a consortium?  

The NWA includes questions where coordination and cooperation have added value in order to achieve scientific and 

societal breakthroughs. The NWA therefore encourages cooperation between the various partners to ensure that the 

whole is more than the sum of the parts. As a consequence, in the programme there is special focus on performing 

interdisciplinary research where partners from the entire knowledge chain are involved, from fundamental to applied 

and practice-oriented. In addition, cooperation with public and private societal partners is expected, to enhance the 

potential impact of the research.  

 

16. Are there specific requirements for the composition of a consortium (for example: at least 3 different research 

institutes; or at least one non-university party; or at least two parties from the TO2, UAS, practice, industry)? 

No, there are no such requirements. It is essential that all parties that are necessary to perform the proposed project 

are part of the consortium. Of course, the consortium needs to be knowledge-chain wide and interdisciplinary. In 

addition, public and/or private consortium partners must be involved who provide the obligatory 10% co-funding (in 

cash and/or in kind).  

 

17. Is there a minimum of maximum number of participants per consortium?  

No, there is no minimum or maximum to the number of participants in a consortium. It is essential that all parties 

that are necessary to perform the proposed project are part of the consortium, the entire width of the knowledge 

chain is represented, and relevant societal parties are involved.  

 

18. How many consortia can someone join, either as main applicant or co-applicant?  

Here, we distinguish two different situations:  

A: A researcher can only submit one proposal in the capacity of main applicant. In addition, this person may 

participate as a co-applicant in another consortium no more than once.  

B: A researcher may participate in a consortium as a co-applicant twice, and is then not allowed to be the main 

applicant of a third consortium. 

 

19. What is meant with main applicant or co-applicant, is it the knowledge institution/organisation as a whole or 

an individual person?  

This refers to an individual. She/he can therefore participate in a maximum of two consortia; an organisation can be 

represented in more than two consortia. In the case the proposal gets funded, the funding is transferred to the 

institution of the applicant and not to the individual person.  

 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/dutch-research-agenda/research-along-routes-consortia-orc/awards-nwa-orc
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20. How many consortia can an institute join?  

There is no maximum to the number of consortia an institute can join. In addition, different persons within one 

consortium can represent the same institute.  

 
21. Should there be societal partners within the consortium? 

Yes. Research proposals are assessed, among other things, on the involvement of relevant societal partners in the 

consortium. ‘Societal partners' here is a broad concept, which can also include governments and the business 

community. In addition, a co-funding of minimum 10% and maximum 49% is mandatory, to be provided by public 

and/or private consortium partners that do not receive funding within the proposal.  

 

22. What does NWO mean by societal partners? 

It can include business and governments. For example, but not limited to: industrial partners, museums, foundations, 

governmental departments, nursing homes, funds, zoos, municipalities, police, schools, planning offices, (local) 

governmental organisations. 

 

23. Can the consortium between the pre- and full proposal be expanded to include more parties? 

Yes, it is permitted to expand the consortium, provided that this does not affect the core challenge, approach and 

objectives of the research proposal (i.e. the subject of the research). The full proposal is the elaboration of the pre-

proposal and therefore especially the elements of knowledge-chain width and interdisciplinarity need to be present 

to the same extent as in the pre-proposal. Deviations based on recommendations of the assessment committee are 

permitted. 

 

24. Should I include the figurehead of the route(s) in my proposal? 

No, any researcher can take the initiative to form a consortium and submit a research proposal that fits within (parts 

of) one or more of the NWA routes and address one or more of the 140 cluster questions. 

 

25. What are the regulations regarding Intellectual Property and publications? 

NWO expects the main applicant to make agreements with the other consortium partners about intellectual property 

and publication. The NWO IP policy can be found in Chapter 4 of the NWO Grant Rules 2017.  

 

For publications, open access is the standard. NWO accepts various routes: 

– publication in a full open access journal; 

– deposit a version of the article in a repository; or 

– publication in a hybrid journal covered by one of the agreements between the VSNU and the publisher. See 

https://www.openaccess.nl/en. 

For more information on NWO’s open access policy, see: https://www.nwo.nl/openscience-en. 

 
26. What exactly is understood by stakeholders within the NWA-ORC? 
A stakeholder is any person or group that can influence or is influenced by the achieving of goals. Within the NWA-
ORC it is desirable that stakeholders are part of the consortium as stakeholders are important to achieve the desired 
change. However, sometimes this is not possible. In this case, stakeholders can be added in section 3.2 of the full 
proposal form. With the Impact-Plan approach, the consortium is expected to budget costs to include stakeholders 
and other relevant parties.  
 

27. How long will my initiative stay online?  

Your initiative will be online from the moment you register until the deadline of submitting the full proposals on 7th 

of October, 2021.  

 

b. Main applicant 
28. Is it still possible to change the main applicant between the preproposal and the full proposal?  

No, that is not possible.  

 

 

 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/nwo-grant-rules
https://www.nwo.nl/openscience-en
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29. How long should my position be guaranteed to act as main applicant? 

The applicant should have a contract for at least the time of the application process and the project time that is 

applied for. It is expected that the grants within this ORC 2020/21 round will be awarded in March 2022. Awarded 

projects should start within six months after the award. For instance: your project is planned to start in April 2022 

and lasts 6 years. In this case you need a contract until at least April 2028. 

 

c. Co-applicant(s) 
30. Who can act as a co-applicant? 

Researchers from organisations that are entitled to submit as main applicant in accordance with paragraph 3.1.1 in 

the call for proposals may also submit as co-applicants. In addition, co-applicants may be affiliated to National 

knowledge institutions or some other public knowledge organisations. These organisations are listed in annex 6.1 of 

the call for proposals.  

 

If the organisation to which a co-applicant is affiliated is not explicitly listed in the call for proposals, then it must 

meet a number of cumulative criteria. NWO will have to assess these conditions before the full proposal is 

submitted. For this purpose, the co-applicant’s organisation should submit a number of documents and an 

assessment form by email no later than ten working days before the submission deadline. The assessment form can 

be downloaded from the NWO-website. For the pre-proposal, this means that the documents and the assessment 

form need to be sent to nwa-orc2020@nwo.nl before 23rd of September 2021, 14:00:00. For more details on the 

assessment and the necessary documents, please see Section 3.1.2 of the call for proposals.  

  

31. Which National knowledge institutions and planning agencies can participate as a co-applicant in this ORC 

2020/21 funding round without having to be assessed? 

The National knowledge institutions and planning agencies that are part of the RKI network (website in Dutch only) 

can participate as co-applicant without having to be assessed. These are:  

 

 CBS – Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek (Statistics Netherlands) 

 CPB – Centraal Planbureau (Netherlands Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis) 

 KiM – Kennisinstituut voor Mobiliteitsbeleid (Netherlands Institute for Transport Policy Analysis) 

 KNMI – Koninklijk Nederlands Meteorologisch Instituut (Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute) 

 NFI – Nederlands Forensisch Instituut (Netherlands Forensic Institute) 

 PBL – Planbureau voor de Leefomgeving (Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency) 

 RCE – Rijksdienst voor het Cultureel Erfgoed (Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands) 

 RIVM – Rijksinstituut voor Volksgezondheid en Milieu (National Institute for Public Health and the 

Environment) 

 RKD – Nederlands Instituut voor Kunstgeschiedenis (Netherlands Institute for Art History) 

 RWS – Rijkswaterstaat (Directorate-General for Public Works and Water Management) 

 SCP – Sociaal en Cultureel Planbureau (Netherlands Institute for Social Research) 

 WODC – Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek- en Documentatiecentrum (Research and Documentation Centre) 

 

32. Which other public knowledge institutions can participate as a co-applicant in this ORC 2020/21 funding round 

without having to be assessed? 

These are the following (source: https://www.rathenau.nl/en/kennisgedreven-democratie/public-knowledge-

organisations-netherlands): 

 Boekman Foundation – Institute for arts, culture and related policy 

 Clingendael – Netherlands Institute of International Relations 

 Geonovum – Knowledge organisation for geographic information 

 Movisie – Centre for social issues 

 Mulier Institute – Centre for sports research 

 (N) IFV – (Netherlands) Institute for Safety 

 NIVEL – Netherlands Institute for Health Services Research 

 NJi – Nederlands Jeugdinstituut (Netherlands Youth Institute) 

 Police Academy – Training, knowledge and research for the Dutch National Police 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/calls/dutch-research-agenda-research-along-routes-consortia-202021-nwa-orc-202021
mailto:nwa-orc2020@nwo.nl
https://www.rivm.nl/rijkskennisinstellingen
https://www.rathenau.nl/en/kennisgedreven-democratie/public-knowledge-organisations-netherlands
https://www.rathenau.nl/en/kennisgedreven-democratie/public-knowledge-organisations-netherlands


7 
 

 SWOON-NLDA – Stichting Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs en Onderzoek Nederlandse Defensieacademie 

(foundation for scientific education and research of the Netherlands defence academy) 

 SWOV – Stichting Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek Verkeersveiligheid (Institute for Road Safety Research) 

 Trimbos Institute – Institute for mental health, drug abuse and addiction 

 VeiligheidNL – Organisation to promote safe behaviour 

 Vilans – Research into long-term care 

 

33. What does NWO mean by the term 'public task'? 

In the legal literature, the concept of public service is broadly interpreted: (knowledge) institutions that perform 

governmental tasks exercise a public task regardless of the legal form of the institution. Examined are the method of 

financing (from the national budget) and all kinds of other factors (lower legislation, articles of association, subsidy 

decisions, policy memoranda and even actual behaviour). Private law organisations that perform public tasks are also 

referred to as hybrid organisations. Healthcare institutions, educational institutions and welfare institutions are 

examples of this.  

Organisations that want to participate as co-applicant in a consortium must meet all the criteria mentioned in section 

3.1.2 of the call for proposals, including the criterion 'has a public task'. 

 

In the light of the NWA's objective, a broad interpretation of the term 'public task' is obvious. You should check 

beforehand with the NWA office whether the organisation to which the co-applicant is associated has a public task. 

Please contact the programme secretariat via nwa-orc2020@nwo.nl  before 23rd of September, 2021  14:00. Please 

provide further specification/information/evidence of the public task, as stated in Section 3.1.2 of the call for 

proposals. 

 

34. My organisation had already participated in a consortium in the 2018 or 2019 round and NWO then declared 

that my organisation meets the criteria for co-applicants (Section 3.1.2 in the call). Can my organisation thus 

participate again as a co-applicant in consortia in round 2020/21? 

No. All organisations that are not explicitly mentioned as allowed co-applicant in the call for proposals, must be 

assessed by NWO against the requirements in paragraph 3.1.2, even if your organisation was approved in the rounds 

2018 or 2019. For instance, the task of an organisation might have changed between the assessment in one of the 

previous rounds and the assessment for the 2020/21 round, which may mean that an organisation earlier approved 

of, may be disqualified as co-applicant in this ORC round. For the assessment, please contact the programme 

secretariat via nwa-orc2020@nwo.nl. Please provide further specification/information/evidence of the public task, as 

stated in Section 3.1.2 of the call for proposals. 

 
35. In the pre-proposal phase of the NWA-ORC 2020/21 round, NWO has stated that an organisation within my 

consortium meets the requirements for co-applicants (paragraph 3.1.2.). Should NWO approve this 
organisation again for the full proposal?  

No, it is not necessary that this organisation has to approved again for the full proposal within the NWA-ORC 
2020/21.However, if the the approved organisation changed his goals, activities, etc. between the pre-proposal and 
the full-proposal, it needs to be assessed again.  

 

36. What happens if I do not provide the documents for the assessment in time?  

Then your organisation cannot participate in a consortium as co-applicant. Of course, a role as cooperation partner 

or co-funder is still possible.  

 

37. Can research groups from abroad also participate in the consortia and can they apply for funding? 

The Money follows Cooperation (MfC) principle allows national research budgets to be used for cross-border 

cooperation. See also Annex 6.2.6 in the call. Foreign researchers for whom MfC budget is requested, must always be 

presented as co-applicants on the application. Therefore, co-applicants from foreign institutions must comply with 

the criteria for co-applicants in Section 3.1.2 of the call for proposals with the exception of the criteria that the 

institution of the applicant is located in the Netherlands. These requirements will need to be assessed by NWO (see 

for specifications and deadlines question 47). 

 

 

mailto:nwa-orc2020@nwo.nl
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38. Can companies also submit proposals and receive funding? 

No. NWO will not award funding if, in its view, the provision of funding would constitute State aid within the meaning 

of Article 107 of the treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. Only persons coming from non-profit 

organisations can act as main applicant or co-applicant and thus receive a grant. Private parties can, however, 

participate in the consortium as partners and provide co-funding, either in cash and/or in kind. 

 

d. Co-funder(s) 
39. Can all parties contribute as co-funder? Can my university act as a co-funder in my consortium? 

No. Institutions that can act as main applicant or co-applicant, according to the description in Section 3.1.1. of the 

call for proposals, may never take on the role of co-funder within the entire NWA-ORC 2020/21, for any proposal. An 

exception is made for TO2 institutions. However, they may participate in a consortium as co-funder, provided that 

they do not also participate in the same consortium as main- or co-applicant. This means that (for example) a 

university or university medical centre can never act as co-funder in any consortium.   

 
40. Can companies in this call participate as co-funder in a project?  

Yes, they can. Both public parties (with the exception of knowledge institutions that can participate as main- or co-

applicant) and private parties can participate as co-funder in a project. Companies can contribute both in-cash, 

where the contribution serves to cover the budget for the project activities described in the proposal, and in-kind, 

where the contribution comprises contributions of resources (other than cash) from the organisations involved, for 

instance the input of personnel and material contributions.  

 

41. Can co-funding also be brought in by a foreign party? 

Yes, a foreign party (public or private) can act as co-financer. 

 
42. Is a support letter from my co-funders required?  
Support letters are required in the full proposal. In a support letter, the co-funder expresses both substantive and 
financial support for the project and confirms the pledged co-funding. The support letters from all co-funders are 
mandatory annexes to the full proposal. For each co-funder, a separate letter needs to be provided, and the support 
letter(s) submitted must cover the total amount of co-funding claimed in the budget.  
 

e. Cooperation partners 
43. I have international partners in the consortium, but they are not eligible as co-applicants. They do not provide 

any co-funding either. Can I mention them in the pre-proposal form? 

In the description of the consortium in section 3 of the full proposal form, international partners may be included as 

cooperation partners.  

 
44. Is it necessary for cooperation partners to confirm their support by letter? 

A cooperation partner can submit a letter of commitment with the full proposal, but it is not mandatory for 

cooperation partners to submit this letter. NWO will provide  a format for this letter. In this commitment letter, the 

cooperation partner indicates its reasons for acting as a cooperation partner in the research and its intended role 

within the project.  
 

III. Preparation of the proposal 
a. General 
45. Which phases are there in the NWA-ORC 2020/21 round? 

The NWA-ORC 2020/21 grant round consists of three phases (see Section 1.3 of the call):  

a. Registration of initiatives and mandatory attendance at a matchmaking meeting; 

b. Submission of pre-proposals; 

c. Submission of full proposals. 

 

These phases are further specified in the call for proposals. A consortium can only submit a full proposal if a pre-

proposal has been submitted previously.  

https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBV0001506/2013-07-01
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46. When can applications be submitted in the NWA-ORC 2020/21 round?  

Please note: The deadlines in the Call for Proposals (pdf) on our website have not been updated after the system 

hack in February 2021. The new deadlines are mentioned on the website, in the Staatscourant and in this FAQ.  

 

The NWA-ORC 2020/21 funding round has three phases and therefore has three deadlines:  

 

The deadline for online submission of an initiative was 1 October 2020 at 14:00:00 CEST. 

The deadline for submission of pre-proposals was 14 January 2021 at 14:00:00 CET. 

The deadline for submission of full proposals is 7 October 2021 at 14:00:00 CEST. 

 

47. Which documents have to be submitted by September 23rd 14:00? 

The deadline on 23 September 2021, 14:00:00 is only applicable if you have consortium partners that are not 

explicitly mentioned in Section 3.1.1 or appendix 6.1 of the call for proposals, and that have not already been 

approved as co-applicant in the pre-proposal stage in January 2021. The institutions mentioned in those sections can 

receive funding from NWO. All other parties need to be checked based on the criteria in section 3.1.2 of the call for 

proposals in order to receive funding. The request as well as necessary documents and the assessment form should 

be submitted by 23rd of September 2021  14:00:00. The assessment form can be found on the NWO-website.  

 

48. Should the proposal be drafted in Dutch or English? 

Both the pre- and or full proposal must be drafted in English.  

 

49. What is the minimum and maximum duration of a project? 

Proposals in the NWA-ORC 2020/21 call for proposals have a minimum duration of 4 years and a maximum duration 

of 8 years.  

 

50. What is the amount of funding I can apply for? 

Proposals can be submitted in three budget ranges: 

 500,000 – ≤ 2,000,000 euros; 

 > 2,000,000 – ≤ 5,000,000 euros; 

 > 5,000,000 – ≤ 10,000,000 euros. 

 

The amount of funding requested from NWO, co-funding not included, determines the budget range in which the 

application is submitted. The total project budget including co-funding can therefore be more than €10 million. An 

application that requests for 2,000,000 euros of funding from NWO, and has 250,000 euros co-funding, is therefore 

submitted to the smallest budget range.  

 

51. How do I know if my proposal complies with the 80/20 rule (fundamental/applied)? 

For pragmatic reasons, the NWA applies the labels 'fundamental' and 'applied' on the basis of the institutes. This 

means that researchers do not have to specify this themselves. Please also see question 9 in this FAQ. Some 

deviation from this 80:20 ratio is acceptable. A ratio between 75:25 and 85:15 is allowed in individual NWA-ORC 

proposals. 

 

The 80:20 distribution is not an assessment criterion in itself. However, the assessment committee assesses the 

quality of the consortium, among other aspects, on the extent in which the proposed research (insofar as relevant to 

the core task of the proposal) focuses on addressing the chain from fundamental research to the application of the 

results.  

 
52. Can societal or industrial doctorates be included in the project? 

Yes, this is allowed. See the call for proposals, Annex 6.2.1. An employee of a public or private organization is allowed 

to spend a part of her/his time on PhD research. NWO funds the salary costs in accordance with the applicable VSNU 

rate up to a maximum of 1 FTE for 48 months. Any surplus salary costs should be covered by the public/private 

employer.  

 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/calls/dutch-research-agenda-research-along-routes-consortia-202021-nwa-orc-202021
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53. Do I have the option to amend my full proposal after I have submitted it? 

No, it is not possible to adjust the application after you have submitted it. 

 

After receiving the applications, NWO will assess whether the applications received meet the conditions. If this 

assessment shows that an application does not meet one or more administrative conditions, the main applicant will 

be given a one-off opportunity to adjust his/her application within five working days. If the corrected application is 

submitted on time and meets the conditions after correction, NWO will still take this application into consideration. 

 

This correction period is only intended to adjust inaccuracies that have been identified by NWO. The correction 

period is explicitly not intended to further perfect the application, to adapt figures or text or to make additions. If 

NWO establishes that adjustments have been made other than those requested, NWO may decide not to take the 

application into consideration. Thus, make sure you have completed the research proposal before submitting it! 

 
54. Will every application submitted be taken into consideration? 

No. There are a number of situations in which no correction is possible and NWO will not take the application into 

consideration. This concerns the following situations: 

– The application was received by NWO after the applicable deadline (see section 3.3 of the call for 

proposals); 

– The application has not been submitted via ISAAC; 

– The full proposal has not previously been submitted as a pre-proposal; 

– The main applicant for the application has received funding as main applicant in the previous ORC rounds  

 
55. Will every corrected application be taken into consideration? 

No. There are a number of situations in which NWO will not take the application into consideration after the 

correction. This concerns the following situations: 

– The corrected application does not yet meet the conditions; 

– The corrected application has not been received by NWO within the set period of five working days. 

 
56. Is there a checklist that I can use before submitting my application via ISAAC? 

Yes, there is a checklist available on the website (‘checklist for submission’). This checklist is an additional tool: in all 

cases, the application must meet the conditions set out in Chapter 3 of the call for proposals. We advise you to 

perform this check well before the deadline. 

Note: This list is not exhaustive, because there is always a chance that applications will be submitted that raise 

questions at NWO for reasons other than those listed in the checklist. Going through this checklist therefore does not 

guarantee that NWO will not ask you to correct your application. 

 
57. Is it permitted to rewrite the summary and keywords of the proposal in ISAAC, after submitting a preproposal 

and before submitting a full proposal?  
The summary and keywords should largely remain the same. These are used to find referees for the assessment of 
the full proposal. The summary and keywords must therefore be informative and relevant, from the preproposal 
submission, and clearly describe what the core assignment of the intended research is. You can adjust the summary 
for the full proposal only in factual elements.  
 
58. Is it possible in the full proposal to submit in a different budget range than the preproposal? 
No, in principle this is not possible. Changes between the preproposal and the full proposal should not affect the core 
assignment, approach and objectives of the research project as described in the preproposal. If you suspect that the 
total budget of your full proposal is within another budget range than mentioned on the pre-proposal, please contact 
the NWA office via nwa-orc2020@nwo.nl 

 
59. Does the full amount of promised cash co-funding have to be available at the start of the project, or can these 

funds be made available during the execution of the project? 
The cash co-funding can be made available by the co-financers during the project. Cash co-funding will be invoiced in 
several installments by NWO to the co-financers. NWO will ensure that the co-funding is transferred to the 
consortium, via the main applicant. In the event of an allocation, NWO will contact the partners to make further 
arrangements in this regard. 
 

https://www.nwo.nl/calls/nationale-wetenschapsagenda-onderzoek-op-routes-door-consortia-2020/21-nwa-orc-2020/21
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60. The dropdown menus (e.g. in sections 1 and 3) of the full application form do not work. What can I do? 
NWO is aware that in some cases the use of the dropdown menus can cause problems, depending on the 
combination of type of computer and software. To complete these sections, we recommend that you open the 
application form on a Windows computer with Word, and fill in the requested sections. If you are still experiencing 
problems after this, please contact the NWA office via nwa-orc2020@nwo.nl. 

 

c. Fullproposal 
61. May I submit a full proposal if I did not submit a pre-proposal? 
No. Full proposals for which a  pre-proposal was not submitted before the 14th of January 2021, cannot be taken into 
consideration. 
 
62. To what extent need the pre-proposal and the full proposal be the same? 
The main applicant, primary cluster question, primary NWA route and the budget range need to be the same 
between the pre-proposal and the full proposal.  

 
63. Does the cluster question that I choose to answer have to be categorized under the chosen route?  
No, it is not required that the chosen primary cluster question fits the chosen primary route. We assume that in most 
cases, the chosen primary cluster question is categorized under the primary route. However, if the primary cluster 
question that you have chosen is categorized under another route than your chosen primary route, it is still possible 
to mention this cluster question as primary cluster question in your proposal.  
  
64. Can the full -proposal cover multiple NWA-routes and/or cluster questions?  

Yes, this is allowed. On the full proposal application form you can indicate multiple appropriate NWA-routes and/or 

cluster questions, as long as the main cluster question and the primary NWA route remain the same between the 

pre-proposal and the full proposal. 

 
65. Is it allowed to change the formatting of the full proposal form?  

No, this is not allowed. The mandatory formatting has been introduced in order to give each consortium the same 

amount of space to write the proposal, so that a level playing field is created for all applicants.  

 

66. Do my literature references count towards the page limit of 'Section 3 - Project Description’? 

No, you do not need to place your literature references in section 3: there is room for this under section 7 (List of 

literature references).  

 

67. Is it allowed to add figures/illustrations under 'Section 4 - Project Overview’? Do they count towards the page 

limit? 

It is allowed to include figures and illustrations in this section, these figures count towards the page limit.  

 

68. I have an important consortium partner who does not provide or receive money, where can I describe them? 

This partner can be included as "Cooperation partner(s)" in section 1.4 of the pre-proposal. Furthermore, it is 

possible for cooperation partners to provide a letter of commitment in the full proposal phase. In this statement the 

partner indicates what the reason is to act as a cooperation partner in the research and what his role within the 

project will be. Also see question 44.  

 
69. For project management, it is allowed to hire external personnel. Can this be an employee of a co-funder?  

No, this is not allowed because the co-funder would then indirectly receive NWO funding. Co-funders can never 

receive direct or indirect NWO funding.  

 

d. Submission via ISAAC 
70. Is there a manual available for submission via ISAAC? 
Yes, a manual is available. On the homepage of ISAAC you will see a "help" button at the top right. Clicking this 

button opens a separate window from which you can download the ISAAC manual as a PDF. 

If you have any technical questions regarding the use of ISAAC, please contact the ISAAC helpdesk. Please read the 

manual before asking the helpdesk for advice! Access to the ISAAC helpdesk: Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 

https://www.isaac.nwo.nl/en/home
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p.m., telephone number 020-3467179. You can also send your question by e-mail to isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl. You will 

then receive an answer by e-mail within two working days.  

71. The call lists various times when it is best to start submitting the application. Which is the right one now? 
There are a number of important timepoints in the submission process, and a minimum term applies to each 

moment. This is shown schematically below. 

Prepare submission Check whether the organization of 
the co-applicants are listed in ISAAC* 

At least five working days before the start of 
the submission 

 Create ISAAC account (if not yet 
available) 

At least two working days before the start of 
the submission 
 

 Check whether logging in to an 
existing ISAAC account goes 
smoothly  

At least two working days before the start of 
the submission 
 

Submitting the 
application 

Start submission process in ISAAC At least three working days before the 
deadline for submission 

* See also question 79. During submission in ISAAC, the main applicant must enter the data of the applicants in 

ISAAC, including the applicant's organisation. You must select the organisation from a drop-down list. You cannot 

proceed with the submission if you do not select an organisation from the list. Therefore, check in good time 

whether all organisations of all applicants are listed in ISAAC. You can assume that the known knowledge institutions, 

as stated in Section 3.1.1 of the call for proposals, are already in the selection list, as are the institutions listed in 

Annex 6.1 of the call. 

72. Which attachments should I add? 

The mandatory and allowed attachments are listed in paragraphs 3.4.3 of the call for proposals NWA-ORC 2020/21. 

Adding attachments other than those specified in the call will not be accepted and may result in the application not 

being taken into consideration. 

 

73. Is it mandatory to indicate (non-)referees? 

No, this is not mandatory, but it is allowed.  

 
74. If I want to indicate (non-)referees, when should I do this?  

If you want to submit (non-)referees, you must fill in the ISAAC fields 'referees' and 'non-referees' when submitting 

the pre-proposal. Referees assess only the full proposals and not the pre-proposal, but suggestions for referees and 

non-referees should be submitted in the pre-proposal phase. 

 

75. Organisation tab: what do I fill in under 'the organisation responsible for the proposal'? 

Here you enter the organisation of the main applicant.  

 

76. Organisation tab: what do I fill in for 'the organisations where the research is carried out'?  

Here you should enter the organisations of the main applicant and co-applicants. 

 

77. Co-applicants tab: is it correct that persons, not organisations should be specified? 

That's right. In this tab, the researchers involved from the co-applicant organisations are entered (i.e. the persons 

listed in the second table in section 1.2 of the full-proposal form).  

 

78. Do I have to enter my co-funders and cooperation partners in ISAAC? 

Co-funders and cooperation partners are not entered in one of the tabs in ISAAC. It is sufficient to indicate who are 

the cofounders and cooperation partners in the proposal forms (section 1.2).  

 

79. I cannot find the organisation of a consortium partner in ISAAC, what should I do? Can this organisation be 

added to the system?  

Yes, the organisation can be added to ISAAC. To do so, you must contact NWO via relatiebeheer@nwo.nl. Do this 

well in advance, at least five working days before the deadline. 

 

mailto:relatiebeheer@nwo.nl
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80. Why is the amount of words different in Word from the one in ISAAC? 

In text boxes, ISAAC counts enters and double spaces as a word. Therefore, the word count in ISAAC can deviate from 

the word count in Word.  

 

d Financial 
81. Does NWO invoice cash co-funding including VAT? 
In principle, NWO invoices the cash co-funding without VAT; after all, NWO does not provide a service. If the external 
organisation that provides the in-cash co-funding requests invoicing including VAT, NWO may deviate from this 
standard situation. The phrase 'and, if applicable, the required additional Dutch VAT' from the format for letter of 
support can be omitted unless the co-funding organisation itself finds it invoicing including VAT important. 

 
82. What belongs to the budget item Other Scientific Personnel (OWP)? 
Other Scientific Personnel is mainly used by medical centres, as the examples (AIOS, ANIOS) show. As the call 
suggests, you can apply for this for a researcher or lecturer, who has a master's degree but has not obtained a PhD.  

 
83. Is it possible to deploy personnel already employed at the university for project management tasks? 
It is possible to reimburse personnel already employed for this specific budget module. However, it is not possible to 
reimburse someone’s effort twice ánd a contract cannot be more than 1fte. Also see question 84.  
 
84. Should the VSNU-NWP rates be used for the project management budget module in case project management 

is executed by personnel  at the university? 
No, this is not necessary. Here you can make use of the actual classification on the basis of cost-covering rate based 
on the standard productive number of hours used by the organization, up to a maximum of 119 euros per hour. Also 
see Annex 6.2.7 of the call for proposals.  

 
85. How can I use the research leave funding? 
With the research leave funding, the main applicant and/or applicant(s), who are employed by an academic 
institution on a permanent basis, can be exempted from teaching, administrative or management tasks. The money 
from the replacement subsidy is used to pay for the replacement personnel that will take care of these tasks. The 
main applicant and/or applicant(s) must spend the time that has become available on the submitted research 
project. See also Annex 6.2.1 for more information.  

 
86. If a postdoc that is already employed by the university is used as replacement personnel in the research leave 

budget item, do I need to expand the appointment of the postdoc? 
For a postdoc in permanent employment, the starting point is indeed that there is an expansion or renewal of the 
appointment. After all, you cannot double-finance an appointment. However, applying for a subsidy for a postdoc 
should be in accordance with the VSNU rates, even if it concerns a postdoc who is already employed by the 
university. This cannot be calculated on the basis of actual grading.  

 
87.  Does the maximum of 5 full time month research leave funding apply to  the whole project? 
No. You may request research leave funding for multiple researchers. For each researcher you may request for a 

research leave funding for 5 months. In total, a maximum of 10% of the total budget requested from NWO may be 

requested for research leave funding.  

For example:  

- The total budget for a project is € 1,000,000. 

- The budget requested from NWO is € 900,000. 

- The research leave funds can be used up to € 90,000. 
 
Please note: when completing the budget sheet, please make a separate entry for each person for which research 
leave funding is requested.  
 
88. Can I also allocate the minimum of 5% and maximum of 20% of the budget requested that has to be set aside 

for knowledge utilization via in-kind co-funding? 
You still have to spend 5% to 20% of the budget obtained from NWO (the grant) on knowledge utilization, even if you 
spend part of it on knowledge utilization via co-funding. See also Annex 6.2.4. 
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89. Which budget items are mandatory in an application? 
1) Knowledge utilization: A minimum of 5% and maximum of 20 % of the total budget requested from NWO must be 
reserved for activities in the field of knowledge utilization 
2) Programme management: For each application a project management item must be reserved here up to 
maximum of 5% of the total budget requested from NWO. 
 
All other budget modules are optional.  
 
90. Is it possible to reserve part of the budget within an application for a specific thematic call that will then be 

carried out later by NWO or the consortium itself?  
No, this is not possible. 
 

91. The consortium wants to meet regularly during the project. Can the travel and accommodation expenses of all 
the members involved be reimbursed? 

The travel and accommodation costs of PostDocs and Doctoral Degree in Engineering (PDEng)/MD PhD fall within the 
scope of the bench fee. These costs have to be paid out of the €15.000 per year per FTE. For all (other) members of 
the consortium there is no room from the NWO subsidy for travel and accommodation costs. These costs must be 
paid by the employer of the consortium member.  
 
92. When is equipment considered to be an 'Investment'? 
Small scientific equipment for which at least €150.000 has to be requested from NWO (for data collection is a 
minimum of €25.000 is required) are considered investments. NWO funds no more than  75% of the total investment 
costs with a maximum of €500.000; this means that the total value of an investment should be at least €200.000.  
 
93. Can I apply for funding for specific knowledge utilization or entrepreneurship tasks for permanent employees 

at my university? 
Yes, in two ways:  

1) Replacement grant: financing can be requested for the exemption of the main applicant and/or applicant(s) 
from education, management and administration tasks. The replacement subsidy is subject to a fixed 
standard amount that the employer can use to cover the costs of the replacement, who will take over the 
non-research part of the duties of the applicant(s). The replacement costs in this NWA call may not exceed 
10% of the total budget requested from NWO (excluding the co-funding). 

2) Non-scientific personnel: the use of non-scientific personnel can be requested on a permanent basis, for 
knowledge utilization or entrepreneurship tasks. 

 
94. Which rates can be used for the funding of personnel for personnel of universities of applied sciences (hbo) 

and other non-academic institutions such as TO2 institutes, government knowledge institutions and other 
public knowledge organisations?  

You may use the rates conform the handleiding Overheidstarieven (HOT) 2017. For the NWA-ORC 2020/21 the 
‘kostendekkend tarief per uur’ is used. See the table below.  
 

 

https://regieorgaan-sia.nl/documents/82/Handleiding_Overheidstarieven_2017.pdf
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95. Can I include in the budget costs for purchasing ‘small’ equipment?  
Yes, this is possible via the budget module “Material”. If by purchasing this small equipment, the maximum of 
€15.000 per year per fte is exceeded, you need to motivate this, as mentioned in the call for proposals, annex 6.2.2.  
 
96. Is it possible to ‘hire’ collaboration partners as third parties via the budget module ‘material’, ‘knowledge 

utilisation’ or ‘project management’?  
Yes, that is possible. For project management tasks, you should use a cost-effective rate, based on the standard 
productive amount of hours of the organisation and the collective labour agreement grade of  the employee which 
they want to hire with this grant. The maximum amount is 119 euro per hour.  

 
97. I do not understand the budget form. Can the NWA office help me? 
On the website you can find an instruction document which will guide you through the budget form.  

 

V. Assessment of research proposals 
98. Which applications are compared with each other? 
The full proposals received are divided into clusters, which are compiled on the basis of matching routes. The 

number of clusters is determined by the number of applications received, and each cluster contains applications from 

the different budget ranges. 

For each cluster, a multidisciplinary assessment committee is established, which carries out the assessment 

procedure for both the pre- and full proposals from that cluster. These committees assess all applications according 

to the same assessment criteria. 

99. Are small applications (lower budget range) assessed in the same way as larger applications; are they within 
the same competition? 

For each application the same assessment criteria apply. However, the proposed activities within a project will be 
assessed considering the amount requested. 
 
100. Are the number and content of the clusters fixed in advance? 
No, the number of clusters and the distribution of routes across the clusters was not pre-determined in advance.  

101. How was the assessment committee composed? 

When composing the committee, attention was paid to diversity, spread in disciplinary background and knowledge of 

the various types of research in the knowledge chain. Representation from societal parties (both public and private 

organisations) is also an important point for attention. This means that scientists/researchers and representatives 

from society take part in one and the same committee and jointly assess the proposals on the basis of the 

assessment criteria. When preparing your proposal, you should take into account that the members of the 

multidisciplinary assessment committee cannot necessarily be experts on all the subjects covered in the proposals. 
102. How do I know who is part of the assessment committee?  
The composition of the assessment committee is published after the round has finished on the NWO-website.  
 
103. Is there a preference in the assessment for proposals with the Impact Outlook or the Impact Plan approach?  

No, there is no a priori preference for projects following either knowledge utilisation approach. A good score can be 

achieved with both approaches, provided the approach appropriate for the project has been followed. Because both 

approaches have different elements, the committee evaluates the full proposals on different criteria depending on 

the chosen approach. These criteria are described in section 4.2.2 of the call for proposals.  

 
104. What is the main difference between the Impact Outlook and the Impact Plan approach?  

The main difference between the Impact Outlook and the Impact Plan approach is the starting point. In case of the 

Impact Plan approach, the starting point for formulating the approach is a societal challenge or intended societal 

breakthrough. In case of the Impact Outlook approach, the starting point for formulating the approach is a scientific 

challenge, potentially resulting in societal impact over time.  

 

 

 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/calls/dutch-research-agenda-research-along-routes-consortia-2020/21-nwa-orc-2020/21


16 
 

105. In the Impact Outlook approach there is mention of “proportional focus”. What does that mean?   

The term “proportional” was chosen because each project can reach societal impact in very different ways. The 

envisioned impact should be aligned with the possibilities offered by the type of research. 

 

106. Do I get the same committee for the interviews as for the interview selection? 

In principle, the interviews are conducted by the same committee members as those who made the interview 

selection. It is possible that the interview committee is smaller or has a slightly different composition than the 

interview selection committee, for example due to the dropout of committee members. 

 
107. How is the practice-based research assessed in the call? 

Applied research is assessed as an integral part of the research proposal. In general, the committee checks whether 

the proposal pays attention to addressing the chain from fundamental research to the proposal of the results. The 

assessment committee is composed in such a way that it has knowledge of the various types of research. 

 

108. Do the figureheads of the 25 NWA routes play a role in the assessment of proposals? 

No, they have no role in this process. 

 
109. In the assessment, are the NWA routes for which projects were awarded funding in previous rounds taken 

into account, so that projects on all routes are ultimately awarded in the NWA-ORC? 

No, this does not play a role in the assessment. All applications are only assessed on the assessment criteria. In its 

funding advice to the Executive Board, the assessment committee may take so-called 'policy reasons' into account in 

its advice (see also section 4.1 in the call for proposals), such as spread over the 25 routes. However, in order to be 

eligible for funding, an application must at least receive the qualification "very good". This means that an application 

that relates to an "under-represented" route, but has been classified as "good" or "insufficient", will still not be 

eligible for funding. 
 

110. The full proposals are assessed on the criterion "Alignment with the objectives of the NWA-ORC programme", 
how should I interpret this? 

In criterion I, the full proposals are assessed on the objectives of the NWA-ORC programme as expressed in chapter 2 

of the call. This criterion is not about the composition of the consortium or the scientific quality of the pre-proposal, 

these aspects are assessed in criteria II and III. Further clarification of the assessment criteria can be found in section 

4.2 of the call for proposals. 

 
111. Do I have to motivate why I want to submit a full proposal despite a negative advice on my pre-proposal? 

No, you only need to notify us within four weeks of obtaining the advice that you are going to submit a full proposal 

anyway. Due to our internal processes, it is important that NWO knows in time which consortia will submit a full 

proposal. At that point, you do not need to motivate why you want to submit a full proposal despite a negative 

advice. 

You can provide a detailed explanation of the reasons for submitting a full proposal in the response form. This form is 

a mandatory attachment to the full proposal and must therefore always be submitted, regardless of the advice on 

the pre-proposal. This motivation is also taken into account in the assessment by the committee. 

 

112. Is information available about the interviews? 

In the call for proposals, section 4.1.4 , you will find a general explanation of the interviews. Specific information will 

be shared later with the consortia selected for the interview. 

 
113. Why is there an extra step after the interviews with a science-wide committee and who is on this science-

wide committee? 

The science-wide step has been introduced because no budget distribution has been established across the various 

clusters. The assessment procedure up to and including the interviews is carried out in clusters. This means that after 

the interviews, a ranking per cluster will be created. In order to ultimately be able to determine which applications 

are eligible for funding, a procedure must take place in which the various rakings are discussed and which results in a 

final ranking. This is carried out by the science-wide committee. This committee consists of a delegation from each 

cluster committee. 


