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1 Introduction 
In the museum policy paper “Samen werken, samen sterker” [Working together, stronger together] the 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science announced that it wanted to make Museum Grants available for 
talent development and facilitating scientific research in museums. The reason for this was the advice from 
the Council for Culture, the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Museums Association 
about strengthening the scientific function of museums. The policy paper summarised the importance of 
research for museums as follows: ‘Scientific research forms the source for new stories that can be told with 
the collection. Scientific research is also important for developing knowledge about the maintenance and 
management of the collection, about methods in education and about the possibilities for museums to use 
modern technologies such as digitalisation.’ (Museum policy paper "Samen werken, samen sterker", 10 -06-
2013). 

In the National research agenda for the museum sector, the research subjects and questions for the 
museum sector were subsequently compiled. This provided guidance for museum research in the 
Netherlands. 
 
This research agenda forms the basis for the NWO programme Museum Grants. Two rounds have 
already taken place within this programme, which enables museum employees to carry out research.  

 
The societal developments in 2020, with all of the consequences the COVID-19 pandemic has for the cultural 
domain, underline the importance of the scheme. In addition, these developments give the scheme a specific 
emphasis. For the substantive orientation of the research, we therefore explicitly refer to the UNESCO 
Recommendation (only available in Dutch). This states that the role of the museum is increasingly also that of 
an actor in the social system, as an agent for social inclusion and a platform for 
dialogue.https://www.unesco.nl/nl/publicatie/jaarverslag-2017-kennis-voor-
iedereen/cultuur/museumaanbeveling 

Furthermore, the scheme, in line with the Coalition Agreement “Confidence in the Future”1, also calls for 
attention to be paid to research into new ways of sharing and safeguarding knowledge. The increasingly 
important role of digitalisation requires that the free exchange of knowledge and data are supported as well 
as possible. 

With due consideration to the context described above, NWO is using its instruments to make a third round of 
this research programme for museum employees possible. In the former NWO programmes “PhD Research in 
the Arts” and “Science for Arts” there is also a relationship between scientific research and research in the 
cultural sector. In addition, NWO has established the programme “Smart Culture” in which research with a strong 
research component is made possible within the arts. 

 

1.1 Background 
In this third round of the programme “Museum Grants” the focus shall, just as in the past, be on talent 
development, facilitating scientific research in the museum sector, and embedding the results of the research in 
museum practice. 
 
In line with how the sector is organised, with many self-employed professionals and a small internal employment 
market, the scheme in this third round provides room for a larger group of researchers by allowing employees 
with either a tenured or temporary contract to apply. 

 
The scientific quality of the research will be safeguarded by supporting collaboration with professors or 
experienced scientific researchers from Dutch universities. 
 
Just like in previous rounds, the funding is primarily intended for research that results in a scientific publication.  

 

                                                                                              

1 The Coalition Agreement “Confidence in the Future” states that extra attention is needed for 

embedding knowledge with respect to museum collections and maintaining, managing and presenting 
that knowledge. 
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NWO strongly believes that scientific publications should be made accessible in open access form and that the 
FAIR and FACT principles should apply to the use of data. Therefore the outcome of the research, in accordance 
with the conditions of NWO, must be accessible in open access form and attention must be paid to how research 
data are stored and the how the accessibility of this data is 
safeguarded.https://www.thedigitalsociety.info/about/data-principles/ 
 
The outcomes in the past two rounds of the Museum Grants programme can be consulted on NWO’s website. 
Furthermore, in an accompanying publication, which can also be consulted on NWO’s website, researchers 
provide an explanation of their research. Potential applicants are invited to read this publication to gain 
inspiration for how they can complete a research proposal. Substantive ideas for proposals can be gained from 
the National research agenda for the museum sector. However, this is not compulsory. We kindly refer you for 
possible research subjects to the UNESCO ambition to make diversity and inclusion a fully-fledged and 
embedded aspect of museum practice.https://www.museumvereniging.nl/nationale-kennisagenda-voor-het-
museale-veldhttps://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000184755_dut 
 

Prize scientific publication 

The best scientific publication from this round of the Museum Grants programme that is accessible in open 

access form will be awarded a prize at the end of the programme. The procedure for awarding this prize will be 

announced at a later date. 

 

 

1.2 Available budget 
An amount of 1.2 million euros is available for the third round of the Museum Grants programme. The third 
round will be opened once in 2020 and once in 2021. This means there are two sub-rounds, each with its own 
identical assessment trajectory. For each sub-round a budget of 600,000 euros is available. If after the 
awarding of grants in the first sub-round any budget is left, then this remaining amount will be added to the 
second sub-round. In addition to the entire third round, an amount of 100,000 euros is available for 
supporting communication and publication activities, such as a prize of 10,000 euros for the best published 
scientific article from this round of the Museum Grants programme. More detailed information about this will 
follow later. 

The funding is intended for research proposals for which the outcome is a scientific publication accessible in 
open access form. 

Indication of the number of projects to be funded 
In view of the size of the available budget, it will be possible to award about 48 museum grants. 

 

1.3 Validity call for proposals 
The call for proposals is valid until the date on which the NWO Social Sciences and Humanities Domain Board  
has taken the decision about the full proposals from the second sub-round. The deadline for submitting full 
proposals in the various sub-rounds of the programme Museum Grants is stated in Section 3.3, and the expected 
date on which decisions are taken is stated in Section 4.1. 

https://www.thedigitalsociety.info/about/data-principles/
https://www.thedigitalsociety.info/about/data-principles/
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2 Aim 
The programme Museum Grants is aimed at facilitating talent development and scientific research in the 
museum sector. The aim is that the research results directly benefit museum practice. Therefore only museum 
employees who have a tenured or temporary contract from a museum can submit research proposals. It is a 
programme that is focused on personal development and generating a creative space for museum employees 
who are motivated to conduct scientific research and contribute to scientific research into museum collections 
and the development of this scientific domain. 

Besides the scientific objective, the research projects realised within the programme can provide a reason to 
further develop and refine guidelines and criteria for the rewarding of scientific museum research. 

 



 

 

3 Guidelines for applicants 
 

3.1 Who can apply 
Applications can be submitted by individual museum employees. These employees can have a tenured or 
temporary contract. No requirements are placed on the size of the contract. 

The museum employees who act as the main applicant, satisfy the following conditions: 

They have a master’s degree or a comparable qualification. At the moment of submission, they have an 
employment contract at the institution from which they make the application for at least the duration of the 
research. 
 
In addition, researchers, who must satisfy the same requirement as museum employees as described 
above, from the following knowledge institution can also submit applications: 

- RKD – Netherlands Institute for Art History 
 

The applicant is asked to submit an explanation of how the successful completion of a proposal financed by a 
museum grant is connected to one’s personal goals and ambitions in scientific research. 

A collaborating and experienced researcher or professor employed at a Dutch university is involved in each 
application. This person also acts as a co-applicant. 

Employees with a contract at more than one museum or a museum and the aforementioned knowledge 
institution, must choose at which one of these institutions they will carry out the proposed research. The 
research may be realised in collaboration with other institutions, such as a visual arts institute. 

Employees who do not have a tenured contract from the institution work together with the director of the 
museum or an employee designated for this purpose and mentioned by name in the proposal so that the 
knowledge acquired always remains embedded within the institution. 

The museum from which the proposal is submitted is registered or provisionally registered in the Dutch Museum 
Register. 

Applicants can submit a maximum of one proposal. Applicants who in the previous round, or in the first sub-round 
of this third round for Museum Grants, submitted a proposal that was not awarded funding, can submit a 
proposal again.  

Per museum, a maximum of two proposals can be submitted. 

The research for which funding is applied for should demonstrably connect with the collection(s) and or character 
of the museum or museums from which the proposal is submitted. 

 

 

 

3.2 What can be applied for 
For a research proposal in this call at least 10,000 euros and at most 25,000 euros may be applied for. 
The budget is intended for research grants to do scientific research. The research should result in one or 
more scientific publications that are accessible in open access form. The maximum duration of the 
research project is one year. No special requirements apply to the type of research. 

NB: the amount applied for from NWO is at most 80% of the total project budget. The other 20% of the 
project is funded by an in-kind or in-cash contribution from the institution where the research project 
will be realised. How the in-kind contributions can be capitalised is stated in the NWO Grant Rules. A 
specific explanation of this can be found in the annexe to this call.  



 

 

In this call for proposals, the grant will be issued on the basis of Article 53 of the General Block Exemption 

Regulation (AGVV)2. The project-specific costs applied for are classified as exploitation support, as meant in 

Article 53, para 5, preamble and under d and e of the AGVV. Thereby only 80% of the total project costs eligible 

for funding will be funded by NWO. When a proposal is submitted, NWO will verify whether the costs entered in 

the proposal satisfy this requirement. 

 

It will also verify whether the other requirements of the AGVV have been satisfied. If that is not the case, then 

NWO cannot take the proposal into consideration. NWO will not award a grant if it is insufficiently likely that the 

proposal satisfies all definitions and conditions of the AGVV or if, in the opinion of NWO, the awarding of a grant 

could in any sense lead to the provision of unlawful state aid in the sense of Article 107 of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union. 
 

Project-specific costs: 

Only project-specific costs are eligible for funding. These can be allocated in the following categories: 

1. Personnel costs 

For personnel costs, the applicant can be awarded at least 10,000 euros and at most 20,000 euros. 
(calculation based on Museum collective labour agreement, with a maximum hourly rate of 125 
euros: www.museumvereniging.nl/media/cao-akkoord_2018_2020_definitief.pdf (in Dutch). 

 

2. Material costs 

For the participation of an experienced researcher or professor appointed at a Dutch university 
5,000 euros should be included in the budget. This amount is intended for the research of the 
researcher concerned. 

Examples of eligible costs are: 

 costs for the membership of the National Library of the Netherlands (KB) for researchers who 
would otherwise have no access to scientific publications; 

 costs for knowledge transfer (open access publication), costs for internationalisation or material-
technical research.  

 

Not eligible for funding are: 

Costs for overheads such as costs for computers/laptops, standard software and other costs that belong to 

the standard facilities of the institutions are not eligible for funding. General costs for coordination are also 

excluded. Unspecified costs such as a budget item “unforeseen” are not eligible for funding. 

 

For personnel costs, the standard rates used in the museum sector apply: 

-Rates according to the Museum collective labour agreement with a maximum hourly rate of 125 euros: 

https://www.museumvereniging.nl/media/cao-akkoord_2018_2020_definitief.pdf (in 

Dutch).https://www.museumvereniging.nl/media/cao-akkoord_2018_2020_definitief.pdf 

 

 

Example calculation for a project with a total size of 30,000 euros: 

1. 17,000 euros research costs (salary according to Museum collective labour agreement) 

2. 5,000 euros own research of experienced researcher at a Dutch university 

3. 3,000 euros material costs (for example open access publication and membership of KB) 

4. 5,000 euros own contribution by institutions in cash or in-kind (20% of the total bu) 

 

                                                                                              

2 Directive (EU) No. 651/2014 of the Commission from 17 June 2014 in which certain categories of support based on Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty were 

declared compatible with the internal market (PbEU, L187). 

file:///C:/Users/Dave%20Thomas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EJNEJYXR/www.museumvereniging.nl/media/cao-akkoord_2018_2020_definitief.pdf
https://www.museumvereniging.nl/media/cao-akkoord_2018_2020_definitief.pdf
https://www.museumvereniging.nl/media/cao-akkoord_2018_2020_definitief.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3 When can applications be submitted 
The deadline for submitting applications in the first sub-round is 5 January 2021, at 14:00:00 CET. The deadline 

for applications in the second sub-round is 17 June 2021, at 14:00:00 CEST. 

When you submit your application to ISAAC, you will also need to enter additional details online. You should 

therefore start submitting your application at least one day before the deadline of this call for proposals. 

Applications submitted after the deadline of the first or the second sub-round will not be taken into 

consideration. Applications submitted after the deadline of the first sub-round could be resubmitted for the 

second sub-round. 

The outcome of the research, a scientific publication, should be completed no more than one year after the start 

of the project. 

 

3.4 Preparing an application 
 Download the application form from the online application system ISAAC or from the NWO website (at 

the bottom of the webpage of the funding instrument concerned). 

 Complete the application form.  

 The applications should be written in Dutch or English. 

 

 Please note that applications should be supported by: 

1. a letter of recommendation from the collaborating professor or experienced researcher from a 

Dutch university. The recommendation describes the quality and relevance of the proposed 

research, the suitability of the applicant and how the supervision of the applicant will be realised; 

2. a statement from the employer in which the employer states that the employee concerned is 

appointed at the organisation and that the researcher will be appointed at the institution for at 

least the duration of the research. The employer also states that they are familiar with the grant 

conditions of NWO. Furthermore, the employer is requested to provide an explanation pertaining 

to the way knowledge derived from the research will be secured and will contribute to scientific 

research within the organisation. 

3. a signed Statement General Block Exemption Regulation (AGVV), see further Section 3.5. 

Webinar 

In October 2020 and February 2021, a webinar will take place about writing a research proposal and using the 

application system of NWO.  

 

 

3.5 Conditions on granting 
The NWO Grant Rules 20173 and the Approval of Funding for Scientific Research 2008 apply to all 

applications.https://www.nwo.nl/financiering/hoe-werkt-

dat/subsidieregelinghttps://www.nwo.nl/documents/nwo/salaristabellen/akkoord-bekostiging-

wetenschappelijk-onderzoek-2008 

                                                                                              

3With the exception of Article 1.1 of the NWO Grant Rules 2017. 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/nwo+grant+rules+2017
https://www.nwo.nl/en/documents/nwo/salary-tables/approval-of-funding-for-scientific-research-2008
https://www.nwo.nl/financiering/hoe-werkt-dat/subsidieregeling
https://www.nwo.nl/financiering/hoe-werkt-dat/subsidieregeling
https://www.nwo.nl/documents/nwo/salaristabellen/akkoord-bekostiging-wetenschappelijk-onderzoek-2008
https://www.nwo.nl/documents/nwo/salaristabellen/akkoord-bekostiging-wetenschappelijk-onderzoek-2008


 

 

 

Conditions for start and realisation of the project 

Start documents  

The project can start if the following documents have been approved by NWO: 

- the project start form with payment information;  

- a personnel information form;  

- a data management plan.  

 

Duration 

A maximum of one year from the moment the project starts. 

 

Publications  

When the results of the funded research are published, the support given by NWO should be mentioned as 

equally the programme name Museum Grants. In English, NWO is known as the Dutch Research Council, and the 

programme is called Museum Grants. 

 

Final report  

Once the project has ended, a final research report about the course of the research and the results achieved 

should be submitted within three months.  

 

N.B. An auditor’s statement is a compulsory part of this if the main applicant is a museum. See Chapter 4 of 

Approval of Funding for Scientific Research 2008. 

 

Scientific integrity 

The research should be realised in accordance with the NWO Grant Rules 2017 and the nationally and 

internationally accepted standards of scientific integrity, as stated in the Netherlands Code of Conduct for 

Research Integrity. By submitting the application, the applicant complies with this code. In the case of a 

(possible) violation of the aforementioned codes during a research project funded by NWO, the applicant should 

immediately inform NWO about this and should submit all relevant document to NWO. More information about 

the code of conduct and policy in the area of scientific integrity can be found on the NWO website: 

www.nwo.nl/en/policies/scientific+integrity+policy.http://www.nwo.nl/integriteit 

 

General conditions of the AGVV 
With the submission of an application, the applicant should also supply a completed and signed Statement 

General Conditions of the AGVV. 

 

NWO does not award funding to businesses against which a recovery order is outstanding as a consequence of a 

previous decision from the European Commission in which support awarded by the Netherlands was stated to 

be unlawful or incompatible with the internal market, with the exception of support schemes to restore the 

damage caused by certain natural disasters. In addition, NWO does not award funding to businesses in 

difficulties as meant in Article 2, para 18, of the AGVV.  

 

The accumulation of grants (or other forms of state support) for the same – entirely or partly overlapping – costs 

eligible for funding, may not result in a breach of the maximum level of funding for Support for culture and the 

conservation of heritage that applies according to Article 4, preamble and under z, of the AGVV. If through an 

administrative body or the European Commission funding has been awarded for the same – entirely or partly 

overlapping – costs that are eligible for funding, then NWO will only award a size of grant that is not more than 

the amount that may be awarded based on the AGVV. 

Open access 
As a signatory to the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities (2003), 

NWO is committed to making the results of scientific research funded by NWO freely available in open access 

form on the internet. In doing so, NWO is implementing the ambitions of the Dutch government to make all 

publicly funded research openly available. All scientific publications of research funded on the basis of this call 

for proposals should therefore be available in open access form immediately (at the time of publication). NWO 

accepts various routes for this:https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/documents/nwo/salary-tables/approval-of-funding-for-scientific-research-2008
http://www.nwo.nl/en/policies/scientific+integrity+policy
http://www.nwo.nl/integriteit
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration


 

 

- publication in a full open access journal,  

- depositing a version of the article in a repository or  

- publication in a hybrid journal covered by one of the agreements between the VSNU and publishers. See 

www.openaccess.nl/en. http://www.openaccess.nl/ 

Any costs for publication in full open access journals can be included in the project budget. NWO does not 

reimburse costs for publications in hybrid journals. These conditions apply to all forms of scholarly publications 

arising from grants awarded on the basis of this call for proposals. Also academic monographs, edited volumes, 

proceedings and book chapters. For more information on NWO's open access policy, see: 

www.nwo.nl/en/policies/open+science.http://www.nwo.nl/openscience 

Data management 
The results of scientific research must be replicable, verifiable and falsifiable. In the digital age, this means that, 

in addition to publications, research data must also be freely accessible to the extent possible. NWO expects that 

research data resulting from NWO-funded projects will be made publicly available for reuse by other researchers 

as much as possible. In this regard, NWO adopts the principle: “As open as possible, as closed as necessary”. At 

the very least, researchers are expected to make data and/or non-numerical results that underlie the 

conclusions of works published within the project available at the same time as the actual article is published. 

Any costs incurred for this can be included in the project budget. Researchers should make it clear how data 

emerging from the project will be dealt with by means of the data management section in the research proposal 

and the data management plan after granting. 

1. Data management section 

The data management section is part of the research proposal. Therefore, before the research starts, the 

researcher will be asked to think about how the data collected must be ordered and categorised so that it can be 

made freely available. Measures will often need to be taken during the production and analysis of the data to 

make their later storage and dissemination possible. If not all data from the project can be made publicly 

available, for example for reasons of privacy, ethics or valorisation, the applicant should present arguments for 

this in the data management section. 

2. Data management plan 

After a proposal has been awarded funding, the researcher should elaborate the data management section into 

a data management plan. In this plan, the researcher describes whether use will be made of existing data, 

whether new data will be collected or generated, and how the data will be made FAIR: Findable, Accessible, 

Interoperable, Reusable. The data management plan must be completed in consultation with a data steward or 

equivalent officer from the knowledge institution where the research will be realised. The plan should be 

submitted to NWO via ISAAC within 4 months after the proposal has been awarded funding. NWO will approve 

the plan as quickly as possible. Approval of the data management plan by NWO is a condition for disbursement 

of the funding. The plan can be adjusted during the research.  

Further information on the NWO data management protocol can be found at: www.nwo.nl/datamanagement-

en. http://www.nwo.nl/datamanagement 

Nagoya Protocol 
The Nagoya Protocol became effective on 12 October 2014 and ensures an honest and reasonable distribution of 

benefits emerging from the use of genetic resources (Access and Benefit Sharing; ABS). Researchers who make 

use of genetic resources from the Netherlands or abroad for their research should familiarise themselves with 

the Nagoya Protocol (www.absfocalpoint.nl). NWO assumes that researchers will take all necessary actions with 

respect to the Nagoya Protocol.http://www.absfocalpoint.nl/ 

3.6 Submitting an application 
An application can only be submitted to NWO via the online application system ISAAC. Applications not 

submitted via ISAAC will not be taken into consideration.  

 

file:///C:/Users/Dave%20Thomas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EJNEJYXR/www.openaccess.nl/en
http://www.openaccess.nl/
http://www.nwo.nl/en/policies/open+science
http://www.nwo.nl/openscience
file:///C:/Users/Dave%20Thomas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EJNEJYXR/www.nwo.nl/datamanagement-en
file:///C:/Users/Dave%20Thomas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EJNEJYXR/www.nwo.nl/datamanagement-en
http://www.nwo.nl/datamanagement
file://///nwo.nl/nwodata/SGW/4.%20Samenwerking/2.%20Thematisch/Museumbeurzen/Ronde%203/1.%20Call%20documenten/Definitief/www.absfocalpoint.nl
http://www.absfocalpoint.nl/


 

 

A main applicant must submit his/her application via his/her own ISAAC account. If the main applicant does not 

have an ISAAC account yet, then this should be created at least one day before the application is submitted to 

ensure that any registration problems can be resolved in time. If the main applicant already has an NWO 

account, then he/she does not need to create a new account to submit an application. 

For technical questions, please contact the ISAAC helpdesk, see Section 5.1.2.paragraaf512 

 

Please note! For the name of the institution, applicants should enter the name of the institution where the 

professor or experienced researcher involved in the research is employed. 

 

 



 

 

4 Assessment procedure 
 

4.1 Procedure 
Admissibility of the application 

The first step in the assessment procedure is to test whether the application is admissible. The conditions 

described in Chapter 3 of this call proposals are used for this. 

The NWO Code for Dealing with Personal Interests applies to all persons involved and NWO employees involved 

in the assessment and/or decision-making process (www.nwo.nl/en/common/subsidies/funding-process-

explained/code-for-dealing-with-personal-interests). Only complete applications can be taken into 

consideration.http://www.nwo.nl/code 

 

In accordance with Article 2.2.4 para 2 of the NWO Grant Rules 2017, no referees comments will be obtained. 

This programme concerns small projects with relatively modest budgets. 

 

Selection committee 

NWO will appoint a committee that has the task of assessing the research proposals. 

 

Assessment 
Full proposals will be submitted to the selection committee for assessment. The selection committee will assess 

the proposals based on the assessment criteria stated in Section 4.2. The selection committee will establish a 

ranking based on this. 

 

The selection committee can decide to interview applicants. Subsequently, the applicants with the highest-

ranking proposals will be invited for an interview. With this,the selection committee will pay due attention to a 

reasonable relationship between the number of interviews and the number of proposals that can be awarded 

funding. This ratio is about 1.5 times the number of projects that can be awarded funding. The interview will be 

an integral part of the assessment and counts towards the qualification and ranking of the proposal. Not all 

applicants will be interviewed in the case of a high application pressure. 

 

Based on the proposal and (possible) interview, the selection committee will give its own independent 

assessment of the proposals. The selection committee will use this assessment to draw up a ranking. In doing so, 

the qualitatively best proposals will receive the highest ranking and will therefore be eligible for funding first. 

Based on that ranking, the selection committee will produce a motivated advice that will be submitted to the 

NWO Social Sciences and Humanities Domain Board. 

 

When the ranking is made, due consideration will be given to the spread of proposals. Therefore, the highest-

ranking proposal will primarily be funded when proposals are submitted by applicants of the same museum. If 

sufficient funds are available, then a second proposal from the same museum can be put forward for funding. If 

there are several museums that have submitted several proposals, then the highest-ranking proposal will be 

funded. All proposals put forward for funding must have at least the qualification “good”. 

 
Granting decision 

The NWO Social Sciences and Humanities Domain Board will take a granting decision based on the advice of the 

selection committee. 

 
 
 

Data management 
The data management section in the application is not evaluated and therefore not included in the decision 
about 
whether to award funding. However, the committee can issue advice with respect to the data management 
section. After a proposal has been awarded funding, the researcher should elaborate the data management 

file:///C:/Users/Dave%20Thomas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EJNEJYXR/www.nwo.nl/en/common/subsidies/funding-process-explained/code-for-dealing-with-personal-interests
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section into a data management plan. The project awarded funding can start as soon as NWO has approved the 
data management plan. 

 
Qualification 
NWO gives all proposals a qualification. This qualification is made known to the applicant with the  

granting decision. 

 

For more information about the qualifications, see: 

www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/nwo+qualification+system.http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.

nsf/pages/NWOP_8Q6HU9 

 

 

 

 

Timeline  

September 2020 Webinar – write and submit a proposal for a 

museum grant 

5 January 2021 Deadline for submitting proposals first sub-round 

February 2021 Meeting selection committee 

March 2021 Decision NWO Social Sciences and Humanities 

Domain Board 

17 June 2021  Deadline for submitting proposals second sub-round 

June 2021 Meeting selection committee 

July 2021 Decision NWO Social Sciences and Humanities 

Domain Board 

 

 

4.2 Criteria 
The proposals will be assessed according to the following three criteria: 

 

I. Scientific quality 

II. Societal relevance 

III. Quality of the applicant 

 

The criteria will carry equal weighting and each account for one-third of the total assessment. 

 
The criteria will be operationalised as follows: 

 
1. Scientific quality 

- Degree to which the research for which funding is requested relates to the objective of the scheme. 
- Importance of the proposal for the museum research field in general and the applying institution, 
 in particular. Amongst other things, this is apparent from how the research ties in with museum practice. 
- Clarity of the research proposal. 
- The quality of the proposed research is apparent from the proposal and the recommendation of the 
supervising 
professor/senior researcher.  
- Approach/methodology. Suitability of the chosen approach in relation to the research to be realised. 

file:///C:/Users/Dave%20Thomas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EJNEJYXR/www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/nwo+qualification+system
http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_8Q6HU9
http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_8Q6HU9


 

 

- Degree of innovation of the research. 
- Feasibility apparent from the work plan in relation to the available research time. 
 

2. Societal relevance 
- Topicality of the subject. 
- Societal relevance.  
- Attention for the manner in which knowledge will be safeguarded. 
 

3. Quality of the applicant 
- The researcher’s track record in the research field (exhibitions, (file) catalogues, publications, research 
projects) apparent from the CV. 
- Motivation for carrying out scientific research as apparent from the explanation on the 
application form. 
- Contribution of the research project to the personal development and scientific prospects of the researcher. 
 

 

 



 

 

5 Contact and other information 
 

5.1 Contact 
5.1.1 Specific questions 

For specific questions about Museum Grants and this call for proposals, please contact:Museum Grants 

 

Daan Olthoff MA 

museumbeurzennwo@nwo.nl 

+31 70 349 4300 

 

 

5.1.2 Technical questions about the electronic application system ISAAC 
For technical questions about the use of ISAAC, please contact the ISAAC helpdesk. Please read the manual first 

before consulting the helpdesk. The ISAAC helpdesk can be contacted from Monday to Friday between 10:00 and 

17:00 hours CE(S)T on +31 20 346 7179. You can also submit your question by e-mail to 

isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl.You will then receive an answer within two working days.mailto:isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl 

5.2 Other information 
 

 

mailto:museumbeurzennwo@nwo.nl
file:///C:/Users/Dave%20Thomas/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EJNEJYXR/isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl
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6 Annexe(s) 
1. Museum Grants | Call for Proposals 

2. Museum Grants | Application form 

3. Museum Grants | FAQ 

4. Museumbeurzen | Algemene verklaring AGVV (Dutch) 

5. Museumbeurzen | Akkoordverklaring instelling hoofdaanvrager (Dutch) 

6. Algemene Groepsvrijstellingsverordening (AGVV) (Dutch) 

 

 

 

Publication: September 2020  

 

Dutch Research Council 

 

Visiting address: 

Location The Hague 

Laan van Nieuw Oost-Indië 300 

2593 CE The Hague 

 

Location Utrecht 

Winthontlaan 2 

3526 KV Utrecht 

 

www.nwo.nl 

 

december 2020 
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