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Who can apply? (chapter 3.1 of the call for proposals) 

Can foreign (i.e. non-Dutch) nationals apply? 

Yes, provided that they are employed by a Dutch research institution. A list of eligible institutions 
is included in chapter 3.1 of the call for proposals. 

 

Can Dutch nationals employed by a non-Dutch research institution apply? 

No. 

 

Can Bachelor, Master, or PhD students at universities apply? 

No. 

 

What can be applied for? (chapter 3.2 of the call for proposals) 

What can be covered by the grant? 

For an application in this call for proposals, a maximum of € 19,000 can be applied for. Fellows 
receive an allowance for travel and accommodation costs, research costs (including domestic 
travel, representation costs, meeting costs and other costs necessary for the implementation of 
the fellowship) and a small replacement subsidy. The replacement subsidy does not replace the 
fellow's salary. Fellows continue to receive their regular salary from their home institution. The 
replacement subsidy is intended to (partially) cover the costs of absence.  

 

Is VAT included? 

The overall grant includes all costs including VAT where applicable. The grant ceiling cannot be 
exceeded. Additional costs will have to be borne by the home institution or the researcher. 

 

The fellowship and collaboration with the Embassy 

Does the Embassy provide a visa? 

No. The researcher will apply for the visa. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will provide a support 
letter. However, it is the host country’s discretion to provide the researcher with a visa. In case a 
visa is not issued, the researcher will notify NWO and the Embassy in order to find a suitable 
solution. Researchers with nationalities (or a potentially tricky track record in a country) that may 
reasonably expect to be denied a visa, are expected to refrain from applying or to indicate this as 
a possible issue in the application. 

 

What is the legal status of the researcher? 

The researcher will remain employed by their home institution. The researcher will not be entitled 
to a diplomatic status. The researcher will receive an award letter from NWO with the grant 
conditions. 

 



Is it possible to work from The Netherlands? 

No. The value added of the grant is to become embedded in the Embassy for the duration of the 
research. Local circumstances may allow for working from outside the Embassy or on location, in 
agreement with the Embassy.  

 

What about COVID-19? 

COVID may impact the possibilities to travel to a country or within a country. It is hard to predict 
whether this may impact the research at the moment of the launch of the call. Researchers must 
adhere to their institution's travel policy regarding COVID. There may be a chance that some work 
streams will not materialise in the end. In that case, a suitable solution will be sought between the 
researcher, NWO and the Embassy. 

 

What kind of support is provided by the Embassy? 

The researcher is embedded in the Embassy. The Embassy will appoint a direct counterpart, 
provide office space, and allow the researcher to become part of the Embassy team for the 
duration of the research. The researcher and Embassy will make further arrangements taking into 
account local circumstances (security, general conduct, use of Embassy premises, secretarial 
support etc.). The Embassy will assist the researcher in the search of accommodation. The 
researcher will provide for their tickets, insurances, laptop, telephone, and any other personal 
matters required for the duration of the research. 

 

How do researcher and Embassy collaborate? 

The researcher will conduct relevant research and related activities within the profile described in 
chapter 7.1 of the call for proposals. However, embedded research differs from contracted 
research in the sense that the Embassy is not directing the research. Rather, it is expected that 
the researcher and the Embassy will further a spirit of mutual learning and exchange. The 
researcher will determine the research deliverable. Other deliverables might be described in the 
profile (chapter 7.1) or agreed upon by the researcher and Embassy. As part of the grant decision, 
NWO expects the researcher to submit a small write-up at the end of the assignment, which does 
not have to meet peer review standards.  

 

Selection procedure and grant conditions (chapter 4 and 5 of the call for proposals) 

How are the Embassy Science Fellows selected? 

Due to the small size of the grant, NWO has decided to do a desk review and carry out the 
assessment procedure without involving referees. The desk review is performed by NWO policy 
officers. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the embassies involved provide advice on the 
assessment of criteria 2 and 3 (see section 4.3.1 of the call for proposals). The NWO policy officers 
draw up a funding recommendation and submit it to the WOTRO Steering Committee, which then 
takes the award or rejection decision. 

 

How does the researcher report to NWO? 

The research activities are accounted for to NWO by means of a short final report and the 
researcher might be asked to participate in an evaluation of the programme. 


