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1 Introduction 
 

1.1 Background 
NWO stimulates excellent, curiosity-driven, disciplinary, interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research. In 

doing this, NWO focuses on all scientific disciplines and the entire knowledge chain with an emphasis on 

fundamental research. Fundamental scientific research forms the foundation for understanding the world 

around us, for understanding the natural and human past, and for making important new discoveries. Non-

programmed fundamental research is necessary for innovations that makes society economically successful 

and socially resilient. Conversely questions from society can give rise to new fundamental questions. 

In this call for proposals you will find information about how to submit research proposals for curiosity-

driven, fundamental research in the research fields of the NWO Domain Science (NWO-domein Exacte en 

Natuurwetenschappen (ENW)). This funding instrument is open for research proposals with a question in or 

overlapping the fields of earth sciences, astronomy, chemistry, computer science, life sciences, physics and 

mathematics. Proposals can be monodisciplinary, multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary in nature. The NWO 

Domain Science has two regular types of funding that you can submit proposals for in open competition. 

These are the small-scale and large-scale grants. This call for proposals describes the small-scale grants 

(ENW-M, formerly ENW-KLEIN). For more detailed information about the large-scale grants we refer you to 

the call for proposals NWO Open Competition Domain Science – XL. 

In addition to the regular types of funding, the domain Science offers a funding instrument for the rapid 

exploration of a promising idea: ENW-XS. For more detailed information you are referred to the call for 

proposals NWO Open Competition Domain Science – XS. 

 

1.2 Available budget 
The grant ceiling for the period 6 August 2020 to 1 August 2021 is € 30,000,000. This amount will be 

allocated across five subsidiary ceilings, and each subsidiary ceiling will be linked to one package with 

proposals. Each package will consist of a maximum of 72 proposals that will be considered during the 

selection procedure. For the first package, the period to apply for a grant will start on 6 August 2020. This 

period will be closed as soon as 72 admissible proposals have been received. This cycle will be repeated until 

the last period is closed on 31 July 2021. 

 

For each package, € 6,000,000 is available. From this, an amount of € 700,000 will be earmarked for at most 

two proposals that will be awarded funding via preferential treatment. For each package, the highest-ranked 

proposals up to about € 5,300,000 will be awarded funding. These are the standard allocations. 

Subsequently, from the earmarked amount, a maximum of two proposals will be additionally awarded via 

preferential treatment (N.B. this will not include the proposals already allocated funding via the standard 

route that are also eligible for preferential treatment). If in a package any budget remains after the 

allocation of the highest-ranked proposals and proposals with a preferential treatment, then this will be 

used within the same package to maximise the allocation of grants to the highest-ranked proposals.  

 

If in a package, the award rate for female main applicants is lower than for male applicants, then the domain 

board reserves the right to pass over the lowest ranked standard proposal for a male main applicant that is 

above the cut-off point and instead to allocate the budget to the highest ranked regular proposal from a 

female main applicant that falls under the cut-off point. 
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If the grant ceiling of € 30,000,000 is reached before 31 July 2021, then the round 2020-2021 will be closed. 

In that case, it will be stated on the NWO funding page that the NWO Open Competition ENW-M has been 

paused. Proposals can once again be submitted from August 2021 onwards, but then for the round 2021-

2022. The call for proposals for this round will be published in good time.  

 

If for the last package less than 72 proposals, but at least 24 admissible proposals, are submitted, then the 

last package will consist of the remaining proposals that are submitted until 31 July 2021. The subsidiary 

ceiling and the budget available for awarding funding to the highest-ranked proposals and the budget for 

awarding grants to the proposals with a preferential treatment will, in that case, be proportionately 

reduced. If in the last package, fewer than 24 admissible proposals are submitted, then these proposals will 

be added to the penultimate package. The subsidiary ceiling and the available budget within this for 

awarding grants to the highest-ranked proposals, and the budget for awarding grants to proposals with a 

preferential treatment will, in that case, be proportionately increased. 

 

The Domain Board Science has not established an allocation of the funds across (sub)disciplines. The 

assessment and allocation will take place in accordance with the selection procedure, as stated in Section 

4.1 of the call. Only proposals with the NWO qualification “excellent” or “very good” are eligible for funding. 

 

1.3 Validity of the call for proposals 
This call for proposals is valid with effect from 6 August 2020 till 31 July 2021. 

 

Proposals can be submitted on a continuous basis with due consideration to that stated in Section 1.2 and 

Chapter 3 of the call for proposals. For applicants who want to submit the proposal after 31 July 2021, the 

call for proposals NWO Open Competition ENW-M round 2021-2022 will be published in good time. 
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2 Aim 
ENW-M grants are intended for realising curiosity-driven, fundamental research of high quality and/or 

scientific urgency. The ENW-M grant offers researchers  the opportunity to elaborate original, innovative, 

risky ideas and to realise scientific innovations that can form the basis for the research themes of the future. 

There are three categories of ENW-M grants: ENW-M-1 (1 scientific position), ENW-M-2 (2 scientific 

positions in collaboration) and ENW-M-invest (investments) that are assessed in competition with each 

other. Section 3.2 states what you can apply for under the different types of grant. 

 

Applications with a (partial) domain-overarching component shall be considered by the NWO Domain 

Science. For this, expertise from the other domains concerned will be involved where necessary. However, a 

significant part of the proposed research must fit the research areas of the Domain Science. 
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3 Guidelines for applicants 
 

3.1 Who can apply 
 

Full, associate and assistant professors and other researchers1 with a comparable2 appointment can submit 

an application if: 

 they are employed (i.e. hold a salaried position) at one of the following organisations: 

o Universities established in the Kingdom of the Netherlands; 

o University medical centres; 

o NWO and KNAW institutes; 

o the Netherlands Cancer Institute; 

o the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen; 

o the DUBBLE Beamline at the ESRF in Grenoble; 

o NCB Naturalis; 

o Advanced Research Centre for NanoLithography (ARCNL); 

o Princess Máxima Center 

o The Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute (KNMI); 

o IHE Delft Institute for Water Education. 

 

 and also have an appointment period for at least the duration of the application procedure and the 

entire duration of the research for which the grant is being applied for. Researchers with a zero-hour 

appointment are excluded from applying. 

 

An exception to the required duration of appointment can be made for applicants with a “tenure track” 

appointment. If the tenure track appointment does not cover the entire duration of the project, an 

additional condition applies. The applicants should then demonstrate by means of a letter that adequate 

supervision is guaranteed for the entire duration of the research for all researchers that they request 

funding for. 

 

Additional conditions3: 

 ENW-M-1 and ENW-M-invest have a single main applicant and no co-applicants. 

 ENW-M-2 has a single main applicant and a single co-applicant who work together. It should be clear 

from the application that their expertise is complementary. 

 A main applicant or co-applicant may only submit an ENW-M (former ENW-KLEIN) proposal for 

substantive consideration once every 12 months. This period becomes effective on the (original) 

submission date of an admissible proposal.  

Applicants whose proposal in OC ENW-KLEIN round 2019-2020 was not substantively considered due to 

the reasons below, may from 6 August 2020 submit an ENW-M proposal in OC ENW-M round 2020-

2021. The two applicable reasons for non-substantive consideration of the proposals concerned in the 

round 2019-2020 are:  

o you have received a rejection decision for your proposal because the subsidiary ceiling of the 

package under which your proposal fell was established at zero euros, i.e. a rejection based on 

article 4:25, para 2 of the General Administrative Law Act;  

o you received a decision after 31 July 2020 in which it was stated that your proposal was not taken 

into consideration because it was submitted after the closure of the round 2019-2020. 

 

                                                                    
1  In this Call for Proposals, "researchers" refers to both women and men. 

2  This also includes researchers with a tenure track appointment. Researchers with a postdoc appointment are not included. 

3  The word 'applicants' refers to both main applicants and co-applicants. 
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The representation and promotion of women in science lags considerably behind that of men. NWO 

therefore strongly encourages women to submit proposals. 

Preferential treatment for new tenured members of staff and tenure trackers 
To simplify the acquisition of funding for starting researchers (new tenured members of staff and tenure 

trackers) they can make use of a one-off request for preferential treatment. This only applies to ENW-M-1 

proposals. Applicants who wish to be considered for preferential treatment must have recently been given a 

tenured or a tenure-track appointment with the prospect of a tenured appointment and they must satisfy 

the following requirements: 

 the applicant has an appointment for at least 80% at the research institute where at least 50% of the 

research described in the application will be carried out; 

 the request for preferential treatment is made within two years after the start of either the first tenure 

track appointment or the first tenured appointment within the Netherlands; 

 prior to the submission date, the applicant has not received any previous support in the NWO Open 

Competition Domain Science M or XL, in its predecessors or in the form of a Vici grant from the NWO 

Talent Programme (formerly NWO Innovational Research Incentives Scheme);  

 the applicant has not previously requested this preferential treatment or its predecessor. 

 

For applicants requesting preferential treatment and for whom the final submission date falls during the 

period that the call for proposals OC ENW-M, or its predecessor, has been paused, the final submission date 

is extended by the period that the call for proposals was paused. 

Extension clause for parents 
The extension clause for parents enables applicants for the preferential treatment with ENW-M-1 to prolong 

the application period if they had one or more children during the first two years of either their first tenured 

position in the Netherlands or their first tenure track position in the Netherlands. Applicants who are 

indisposed due to their pregnancy or maternity leave are not the only ones eligible to use the compensation 

scheme. Applicants on adoption leave, partners’ leave and leave in relation to the arrival of a foster child 

also fall under the term ‘child leave’. 

 

With the application period for the preferential treatment, the biological mother has a right to an extension 

of 16 weeks, and the other parent receives 5 weeks per child. Overall, each parent is entitled to an extension 

of 1 year. Extensions for parents will only be granted if the children are part of their own household. 

How do you request preferential treatment? 
To request the preferential treatment the application must be accompanied by a separate covering letter in 

which the applicant outlines to what extent the aforementioned conditions are satisfied. In the case of a 

tenure track appointment a statement must also be sent from which it is apparent that there is the prospect 

of a tenured position. In the case that you make use of the extension clause, a statement from your 

organization must also be sent from which it is apparent during which period you took 'child leave'. How 

NWO applies the preferential treatment is described in Section 4.1.1. 

 

3.2 What can be applied for 

ENW-M-1 
An ENW-M-1 grant has a maximum size of € 350,000. The grant must be used for a single temporary 

scientific position (PhD or postdoc) in combination with the other available budget modules with the 

exception of the module for large investments.  
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ENW-M-2 
An ENW-M-2 grant has a maximum size of € 700,000 and has a single main applicant and a single co-

applicant who work together to realise the proposed research. It should be clear from the application that 

their expertise is complementary. The grant must be used for two temporary scientific positions (PhD or 

postdoc) in combination with the other available budget modules with the exception of the module for large 

investments. The scientific positions must be equally allocated across both collaborating applicants. 

ENW-M-invest 
An ENW-M-invest grant has a minimum size of € 150,000 and a maximum size of € 500,000, for the funding 

of an investment via the module for large investments. 

Budget modules 
The budget modules (including the maximum amounts) that are available within this call for proposals are 

stated in the table below. You should only request that which is essential for realising the research. 

 

Budget module Maximum amount 

PhD  according to VSNU or NFU rates4 

Postdoc according to VSNU or NFU rates4 

Non-scientific staff (NSS) at universities  € 100.000, according to VSNU or NFU rates4, in 

combination with PhDs and/or postdoc(s)  

Material costs € 15,000 per year per scientific position 

Investments (up to € 150.000) maximum of € 150,000  

Investments  

(€ 150.000 to € 500.000) 

greater than or equal to € 150,000 (for data collections, a 

minimum of €25,000 applies) and less than or equal to € 

500,000 with 25% contribution by the research institution 

applying 

Knowledge utilisation € 25.000 

Internationalisation € 25.000 

Money follows Cooperation less than 50% of the total budget applied for 

 

An explanation of the budget modules can be found in section 6.2. 

 

Involvement of civilians, so-called ‘citizen science’, might have an added value to the quality of science. They 

could offer data and insights that would not be available for science in other set-ups. NWO wants to finance 

citizen science as well and offers the possibility from 2020 onwards to apply for reimbursement of citizen 

involvement in research projects via the budget module ‘material, project-related goods or services, work by 

third parties’. This module offers researchers a possibility; this is by no means an obligation. Researchers can 

decide whether the involvement of citizens is desirable and how the budget is used for this (e.g. 

reimbursement of expenses for civilians, offering skill training or technical aids for participating citizens). 

                                                                    
4  For personnel outside the Netherlands, the local rates are reimbursed up to a maximum of the VSNU rates. 
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Collaboration with Luxembourg 
NWO has made agreements with the Fonds National de la Recherche (FNR) in Luxembourg about the joint 

funding of bilateral projects. Collaboration with a research group from Luxembourg is possible by expanding 

an ENW-M-1 grant (proposal) with the Luxembourgian equivalent of ENW-M-1, effectively creating a 

bilateral ENW-M-2 grant (proposal). The foreign component does not count for determining the maximum 

budget size on the Dutch side. NWO considers the bilateral proposal as an ENW-M-2 grant (proposal) and 

will assess the proposal in its entirety in consultation with the FNR. Please contact NWO (see Section 5.1) if 

you are considering this variant or if you would like to receive further information about this. 

 

In the call for proposals OC ENW-KLEIN round 2019-2020 it was possible to submit bilateral applications 

other than those described in the first paragraph of this section. As a transitional arrangement, the other 

types of bilateral applications will only be considered in the first package of the current 2020-2021 round. 

This is no longer possible as from the second package applications to be received in the 2020-2021 round. 

 

3.3 When can applications be submitted 
Proposals may be submitted at any time. There are no deadlines. Once you have submitted your application 

you may not change it. You do however have the right to withdraw your application. 

 

3.4 Preparing an application 
 Download the application form, the budget table and other required templates from the electronic 

application system ISAAC or from NWO’s website (on the grant page for this programme).  

 Prepare the application in English. 

 Use the application form and the budget table for the 2020-2021 round. 

 Save the forms as pdf files and upload them in ISAAC. 

 

For every proposal submitted, NWO assumes that the applicant has informed the host institution and that 

the university or institute has accepted the funding conditions of this programme. 

Domain Science research areas 
When NWO appoints the members of the cluster assessment committees it will do its best to choose 

experts for the research areas stated by the applicant. You must therefore select one or more research 

areas that best match your research proposal. In section 6.1 you will find a list with the research areas 

relevant for the NWO Domain Science.  

Referees / non-referees 
NWO kindly requests that you, as the applicant, make at least three and at most five suggestions for foreign 

referees who we may be able to consult. The list with suggestions for referees may not contain any names 

of researchers that the applicant has worked with during the past three years, is currently working with or 

expects to work with. The suggested referees may not be working in the Netherlands. In addition, the 

applicant may state the names of three people who may not act as referees. This is not compulsory. You can 

state the non-referees and suggestions for referees in ISAAC at the same time as you submit your 

application. 
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3.5 Conditions on granting 
The NWO Grant Rules 2017 and the Agreement on the Payment of Costs for Scientific Research apply to all 

applications. In accordance with the NWO Grant Rules 2017 the maximum duration of a grant is six years 

and the costs are project specific if there is no funding from other sources. 

Open Access 
As a signatory to the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowlegde in the Sciences and Humanities 

(2003), NWO is committed to making the results of scientific research funded by NWO freely available in 

open access on the internet. In doing so, NWO is implementing the ambitions of the Dutch government to 

make all publicly funded research openly available. All scientific publications of research funded on the basis 

of this call for proposals should therefore be available in open access immediately (at the time of 

publication). NWO accepts various routes:  

 publication in an full open access journal,  

 deposit a version of the article in a repository or  

 publication in a hybrid journal covered by one of the agreements between the VSNU and publishers. 

See www.openaccess.nl.  

Any costs for publication in full open access journals can be incurred in the projectbudget. NWO does not 

reimburse costs for publications in hybrid journals. These conditions apply to all  

forms of scholarly publications arising from grants awarded on the basis of this call for proposals. Also 

academic monographs, edited volumes, proceedings and book chapters. For more information on the 

NWO's open access policy, see: www.nwo.nl/openscience. 

Data management 
The results of scientific research must be replicable, verifiable and falsifiable. In the digital age this means 

that, in addition to publications, research data must also be freely accessible. As much as possible, NWO 

expects that research data resulting from NWO-funded projects will be made publicly available for reuse by 

other researchers. “As open as possible, as closed as necessary” is the guiding principle in this respect. As a 

minimum, NWO requires that the data underpinning research papers should be made available at the time 

of the article’s publication. The costs for doing so are eligible for funding and can be included in the project 

budget. In the data management section, and in the data management template if the project is awarded 

funding, researchers explain how they plan to manage the data expected to be generated by the project.  

1. Data management section 

The data management section is part of the research proposal. Researchers are asked to prospectively 

consider how they will manage the data the project will generate and plan for which data will be preserved 

and be made publicly available. Measures will often need to be taken during the production and analysis of 

the data to make their later storage and dissemination possible. If not all data from the project can be made 

publicly available, the reasons for not doing so must be explained in the data management section. Due 

consideration is given to aspects such as privacy, public security, ethical limitations, property rights and 

commercial interests. 

2. Data management plan 

After a proposal has been awarded funding, the researcher should elaborate the data management section 

into a data management plan. In this plan, the researcher describes whether use will be made of existing 

data, whether new data will collected or generated, and how the data will be made FAIR: Findable, 

Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable. The data management plan must be completed in consultation with a 

data steward or equivalent research data management support staff at the home institution of the project 

leader. The plan should be submitted to NWO via ISAAC within four months after the proposal has been 

awarded funding. NWO will approve the plan as quickly as possible. Approval of the data management plan 

by NWO is a condition for disbursement of the funding. The plan can be adjusted during the research.  

 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/nwo+grant+rules+2017
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
http://www.nwo.nl/openscience
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Further information on the NWO data management protocol can be found at 

www.nwo.nl/datamanagement-en. 

Nagoya Protocol 
The Nagoya Protocol became effective on 12 October 2014 and ensures an honest and reasonable 

distribution of benefits emerging from the use of genetic resources (Access and Benefit Sharing; ABS). 

Researchers who make use of genetic sources from the Netherlands or abroad for their research should 

familiarise themselves with the Nagoya Protocol (www.absfocalpoint.nl). NWO assumes that researchers 

will take all necessary actions with respect to the Nagoya Protocol. 

 

3.6 Submitting an application 
An application can only be submitted to NWO via the online application system ISAAC. Applications not 

submitted via ISAAC will not be taken into consideration.  

A principal applicant must submit his/her application via his/her own ISAAC account. If the principal 

applicant does not have an ISAAC account yet, then this should be created at least one day before the 

application is submitted to ensure that any registration problems can be resolved on time. If the principal 

applicant already has an NWO-account, then he/she does not need to create a new account to submit an 

application.  

For technical questions please contact the ISAAC helpdesk, see Section 5.1.2. 

http://www.absfocalpoint.nl/
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4 Assessment procedure 
4.1 Procedure 

Admissibility 

The first step in the assessment procedure is to test whether an application is admissible. On behalf of the 

NWO Domain Science Board, the NWO Domain Science office will assess the appropriateness and 

completeness of the proposal. The conditions as described in chapter 3 of this call for proposals will apply 

here. If correction of the application is required, the applicant will be given a one-off opportunity to adjust 

the application within 5 working days. Adjusted applications that are received by NWO in time and that 

meet the submission conditions will be taken into consideration. 

Referees and rebuttal 

As soon as a proposal is declared admissible, NWO will submit this for advice to external referees. These 

independent advisers are experts in the field of the proposal. For each proposal NWO tries to consult three 

referees but at least two referees will assess each proposal. The referees will assess the proposal against the 

assessment criteria 1 and 2 as detailed in Section 4.2 and will not give a graded assessment. The referees' 

reports will be made anonymous and will be sent to the applicant for a written rebuttal. Assessment 

criterion 3 is not reviewed by referees, but checked by the NWO Domain Science office. The result of the 

check, together with the referees' reports, is sent to the applicant for rebuttal. The rebuttal has a maximum 

length of 2 pages A4, including any illustrations and references, font Calibri 9.5. Applicants must submit their 

rebuttal as a pdf file via ISAAC within 5 working days of making the referees’ reports available.  

Cluster committees  

Several times per year NWO will assess a package of proposals (including the referee reports, checks on 

assessment criterion 3, if applicable, and rebuttals). The package will consist of a mix of ENW-M-1, ENW-M-2 

and ENW-M-invest proposals that have been submitted in the previous period and have completed the 

refereeing and the rebuttal phase. Proposals are collected in a package in the order that they are received. 

The package proposals will be distributed across three cluster committees, which will have different focus 

areas based on the research areas indicated by the applicants. NWO will try to ensure that the different 

cluster committees receive approximately the same number of proposals. During the meeting and based on 

the assessment criteria the cluster committees will rank the proposals. The cluster committees provide a 

graded assessment with justification for each criterion. 

Domain-wide assessment committee 

The domain-wide assessment committee will consist of representatives from the cluster committees. 

Besides these representatives, other experts can also be members of the domain-wide assessment 

committee. The domain-wide assessment committee will reach a single final ranking of the proposals based 

on the cluster rankings that have been independently established. In the final ranking the order of the 

proposals in the cluster rankings remains intact. 

Task of committees 

The task of the committees is to make their own independent consideration based on the proposal, the 

referees' reports and the rebuttal. The referees' reports will to a large extent ‘guide’ the final assessment 

but will not be blindly accepted by the committees without question. The committees will consider and 

compare the referees' arguments (also among each other) and examine whether the rebuttal contains a 

well-formulated response to the critical comments from the referees' reports. Furthermore the committees, 

unlike the referees, can see the quality of the other proposals and rebuttals submitted. The committees can 

therefore reach a different assessment from the referees. 
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Decision taking 

With the ranking the assessment committee will advise the NWO Domain Science Board about the quality of 

the proposals it puts forward. Based on this advice the domain board will take a decision about whether to 

award or reject the proposals. 

Encouraging female researchers 

If two proposals receive an equal final score (rounded to 1 decimal) then the domain board will give 

preference to the proposal from a female main applicant. 

 

General 

Code for Dealing with Personal Interests 

The NWO Code for Dealing with Personal Interests applies to all persons and NWO staff involved in the 

assessment and/or decision-making process. See also: www.nwo.nl/en/code 

Integrity 

In the NWO Grant Rules it is stated that all research funded by NWO must be carried out in accordance with 

the nationally and internationally accepted standards for scientific conduct as stated in the Netherlands 

Code of Conduct for Scientific Practice 2018 (VSNU). Further information about the NWO policy on scientific 

integrity can be found on the website: https://www.nwo.nl/en/policies/scientific+integrity+policy. 

Data management 

The data management section in the application is not evaluated and therefore not included in the decision 

about whether to award funding. However, both the referees and the committee can issue advice with 

respect to the data management section. After a proposal has been awarded funding, the researcher should 

elaborate the data management section into a data management plan. Applicants can use the advice from 

the referees and the committee when writing the data management plan. A project awarded funding can 

only start after NWO has approved the data management plan. 

Qualification 

NWO will award a qualification to all full proposals and will make this known to the researcher with the 

decision about whether or not the application has been awarded funding. For more information about the 

qualifications please see www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/nwo+qualification+system.  

 

4.1.1 Procedure in the event of preferential treatment  
NWO will consider a proposal for which a preferential treatment has been requested in the same way as all 

other proposals. If a proposal with preferential treatment is placed in the upper half of the final ranking and 

the NWO qualification has been excellent or very good, then it will be eligible for funding. For each package 

of proposals assessed, a maximum of two proposals can be awarded funding on this basis. 

 

4.1.2 Timetable 
You can submit proposals on a continuous basis. NWO will consider these in the order that they are 

received. You will be notified as soon as the timeline for the assessment of your proposal is known. 

 

 

 

http://www.nwo.nl/en/code
https://www.nwo.nl/en/policies/scientific+integrity+policy
https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/nwo+qualification+system
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4.2 Criteria 
For the assessment of proposals within the NWO Domain Science Open Competition - M the basic principle 

is that the proposals must clearly describe what will be investigated and why the research should be carried 

out. This is expressed in the following criteria: 

Criterion 1: Scientific quality of the proposal (What) 

This includes: 

 the clarity of the proposal, question posed and the objectives; 

 scientifically innovative and/or groundbreaking elements of research proposal/investment; 

 the scientific approach: (challenge in) the approach and the feasibility of this;  

 the effectiveness in terms of methodology and/or investment proposed; 

 appropriate expertise of the researchers involved, appropriate embedding of the research and (access 

to) the equipment needed; 

 in the case of a ENW-M-2 proposal: the collaboration between the two applicants must have a clear 

added value compared to a proposal for ENW-M-1. It must be demonstrated that the collaboration is 

complementary and balanced. 

Criterion 2: Scientific and/or societal impact (Why) 

Scientific impact includes, among others: 

 potential and relevance of research results for one’s own discipline and related discipline(s);  

 potential and relevance of the research results for the wider scientific field.  

 

Societal impact includes, among others:  

 potential for societal impact in the short and long term;  

 a vision of the way(s) in which the proposed research could lead to societal impact.  

 

Besides impact, the assessment committee, as part of this criterion, will also weigh the motivation for the 

focus on scientific impact and/or societal impact. 

 

It is possible to achieve a good score for this criterion if the focus of the proposal lies on scientific impact, 

societal impact or a spread across both forms of impact. The score of this criterion is independent of the 

chosen focus; therefore the one form of impact is not better or worse than the other.  

Criterion 3: Embedding and use of the investment (only for ENW-M-invest)  

This includes:  

- embedding of the investment in an adequate infrastructure and management of the investment; 

- effectiveness of the investment in relation to the intended use and/or accessibility (also in the longer term) 

for researchers other than applicants directly involved;  

- continuity of the investment after the funding (replacement, exploitation costs).  

Weighting of the criteria  

The scientific quality of each proposal accounts for 70% of the final score and the scientific and/or societal 

impact 30%. Via the final score, a proposal should have at least acquired the qualification “excellent” or 

“very good” to be eligible for funding. 

Criterion 3 is not part of the weighting in the final score for an ENW-M-invest proposal. However, for 

criterion 3, an ENW-M-invest proposal should obtain at least the qualification “good” to be eligible for 

funding. 
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5 Contact details and other information 
5.1 Contact 
5.1.1 Specific questions 

For specific questions about NWO Open Competition Domain Science - M and this call for proposals please 

contact: 

 

Dr Merijn Blaakmeer, tel.: +31 (0)70 349 41 82, email: ENW-M@nwo.nl  

Dr Linda Jongbloed, tel.: +31 (0)70 349 46 00, email: ENW-M@nwo.nl 

Dr Diede Oudshoorn, tel.: +31 (0)70 349 41 87, email: ENW-M@nwo.nl 

Dr Margot Snel, tel.: +31 (0)70 344 07 58, email: ENW-M@nwo.nl 

 

5.1.2 Technical questions about the electronic application system ISAAC 
For technical questions about the use of ISAAC please contact the ISAAC helpdesk. Please read the manual 

first before consulting the helpdesk. The ISAAC helpdesk can be contacted from Monday to Friday between 

10:00 and 17:00 hours CE(S)T on +31 (0)20 346 71 79. However, you can also submit your question by email 

to isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl. You will then receive an answer within two working days. 

 

5.2 Other information 
The Dutch version of the Call for Proposals supersedes the English translation. No rights can be derived from 

the English translation.

mailto:isaachelpdesk@nwo.nl
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6 Annexe(s) 
6.1 Domain Science research areas 

Applications only fall within the scope of this call for proposals if they are in or overlap with the fields of earth 

sciences, astronomy, chemistry, computer science, life sciences, physics and mathematics. In the application you 

should state which of the following research areas (at least one) is applicable and for each research discipline you 

should state a percentage (at least 20%, totalling 100%). The NWO Domain Science office will use the research 

areas stated to allocate the proposals submitted across the cluster committees. Of course there are various 

research areas that cannot be allocated to one discipline. A few research areas are therefore listed under several 

disciplines in the list below; the disciplines are stated to make it easy to find the research areas. The research areas 

are listed in alphabetical order per discipline. 

Astronomy 

Galaxies 

Gravity and the universe 

High-energy astrophysics 

Instrumentation - telescopes, detectors and techniques 

Planetary sciences 

Stars 

Very large databases in astronomy: archiving, handling and analysis 

Chemistry 

Analytical chemistry 

Biochemistry 

Biotechnology 

Catalysis 

Chemical biology 

Chemical technology, process technology 

Inorganic chemistry 

Macromolecular chemistry, polymer chemistry 

Materials chemistry 

Molecular biology 

Organic chemistry 

Physical chemistry 

Structural biology 

Synthetic biology 

Theoretical, computational and quantum chemistry 

Computer science 

Artificial intelligence, expert systems 

Algorithms, data structures, complexity, and computability 

Bioinformatics 

Computer graphics, computer simulation, virtual reality 

Computer systems, architectures, networks 

Data management, data mining and information theory 

Information systems, information storage and retrieval, user interfaces, multimedia 

Security & privacy 

Software engineering, programming languages, formal methods 
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Earth sciences 

Atmosphere sciences 

Environmental sciences 

Geochemistry 

Geophysics 

Geodesy, physical geography 

Geodynamics, sedimentation, tectonics, geomorphology 

Geotechnics 

Hydrosphere sciences 

Marine sciences 

Paleoceanography 

Paleoclimate 

Paleontology, stratigraphy 

Petrology, mineralogy, sedimentology 

Planetary sciences 

Life sciences 

Agronomy 

Animal sciences, zoology 

Biochemistry 

Bioinformatics 

Biomedical research 

Biotechnology 

Cell biology 

Developmental biology 

Ecology 

Environmental sciences 

Evolutionary biology 

Genetics, omics 

Immunology 

Microbiology, virology, parasitology 

Molecular biology 

Neurosciences 

Nutrition, food 

Organismal biology 

Pharmaceutics, pharmacology 

Physics of life 

Physiology 

Plant sciences 

Systems biology 

Theoretical biology, modeling 

Mathematics 

Algebra, number theory, discrete mathematics 

Mathematics of data science 

Functional analysis, control theory 

Dynamical systems, differential equations 

Geometry, topology 

Logic, set theory 

Numerical analysis, scientific computing 

Optimization, operations research 

Probability, statistics 
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Physics 

Atomic, molecular and optical physics 

Condensed matter, materials and nanophysics 

Particle and astroparticle physics 

Physics of energy 

Physics of fluids and soft matter 

Physics of life 

Physics of technology and instrumentation 

Plasma physics 

Quantum physics and technology 

Theoretical and mathematical physics 

 

6.2 Explanation of budget modules 

Explanation of budget modules for personnel 
Funding for the salary costs of personnel who make a substantial contribution to the research can be applied for. 

Funding of these salary costs depends on the type of appointment and the organisation where the personnel are or 

will be appointed.  

 For university appointments, the salary costs are funded in accordance with the VSNU salary tables applicable 

at the moment the grant is awarded  

(www.nwo.nl/salary-tables). 

 For university medical centres, the salary costs are funded in accordance with the NFU salary tables applicable 

at the moment the grant is awarded  

(www.nwo.nl/salary-tables). 

 For personnel from universities of applied sciences and other institutions, the salary costs are funded on the 

basis of the collective labour agreement salary scale of the employee concerned, based on the Handleiding 

Overheidstarieven 2017. 

 For the Caribbean Netherlands, the Dutch government employs civil servants on Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and 

Saba under different conditions than in the European part of the Netherlands. 

(https://www.rijksdienstcn.com/werken-bij-rijksdienst-caribisch-nederland/arbeidsvoorwaarden) 

 

The rates for all budget modules are incorporated in the budget format that accompanies the application form. For 

the budget modules “PhD” and “Postdoc”, a one-off individual bench fee of € 5,000 is added on top of the salary 

costs. This bench fee is intended to encourage the scientific career of the project employee funded by NWO. 

Remunerations for PhD students/PhD scholarship students at a Dutch university are not eligible for funding from 

NWO.  

The available budget modules are explained below.  

PhD (including MD-PhD) 
A PhD is appointed for 1.0 fte for a duration of 48 months. The equivalent of 48 full-time months, for example an 

appointment of 60 months for 0.8 fte is also possible. If a different duration of appointment is considered necessary 

for the realisation of the proposed research, then as long as this is properly justified, the standard time can be 

deviated from. However, the duration of appointment must always be at least 48 months. 

Postdoc 
The size of the appointment of a postdoc is at least 6 full-time months and at most 48 full-time months. The size 

and duration of the appointment is at the applicant’s discretion , but the appointment is always for at least 0.5 fte 

or for a duration of at least 12 months. The product of fte x duration of appointment should always be a minimum 

of 6 full-time months. 

The material budget is available to cover the costs of a more limited appointment of a postdoc. 

www.nwo.nl/salary-tables
www.nwo.nl/salary-tables
https://www.rijksdienstcn.com/werken-bij-rijksdienst-caribisch-nederland/arbeidsvoorwaarden
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Non-scientific staff (NSS) at universities 
Funding for the appointment of non-scientific personnel necessary for the realisation of the research project can 

only be applied for if funding for a PhD or postdoc is also applied for. A maximum of € 100,000 can be requested for 

NSS. This includes personnel such as student assistants, programmers, technical assistants or analysts. Depending 

on the level of the position, the appropriate salary table for non-scientific staff at MBO, HBO or university level 

applies. 

The size of the appointment is at least 6 full-time months and at most 48 full-time months. The size and duration of 

the appointment is at the applicant’s discretion, but the appointment is always for at least 0.5 fte or for a duration 

of at least 12 months. The product of fte x duration of appointment should always be a minimum of 6 full-time 

months.  

The material budget is available to cover the costs of a more limited appointment of non-scientific personnel. 

Explanation of budget module Material 
For each fte scientific position (PhD, postdoc, PDEng) applied for, a maximum of € 15,000 material budget can be 

applied for per year of the appointment. Material budget for smaller appointments can be applied for on a 

proportionate basis and will be made available by NWO accordingly5. 

The applicant is responsible for distributing the total amount of material budget across the NWO-funded personnel 

positions. The material budget that can be applied for is specified according to the three categories below: 

Project-related goods/services 

 consumables (glassware, chemicals, cryogenic fluids, etc.) 

 measurement and calculation time (e.g. access to supercomputer, etc.) 

 costs for acquiring or using data collections (e.g. from Statistics Netherlands), for which the total amount may 

not be more than € 25,000 per proposal 

 access to large national and international facilities (e.g. cleanroom, synchrotron, etc.) 

 work by third parties (e.g. laboratory analyses, data collection, citizen science, etc.) 

 personnel costs for the appointment of a post-doc and/or non-scientific personnel for a smaller appointment 

size than those offered in the personnel budget modules 

 

Involvement of civilians, so-called ‘citizen science’, might have an added value to the quality of science. They could 

offer data and insights that would not be available for science in other set-ups. NWO wants to finance citizen 

science as well and offers the possibility from 2020 onwards to apply for reimbursement of citizen involvement in 

research projects via the budget module ‘material, project-related goods or services, work by third parties’. This 

module offers researchers a possibility; this is by no means an obligation. Researchers can decide whether the 

involvement of citizens is desirable and how the budget is used for this (e.g. reimbursement of expenses for 

civilians, offering skill training or technical aids for participating citizens). 

Travel and accommodation costs for the personal positions applied for 

 travel and accommodation costs 

 conference attendance (maximum of two per year per scientific position applied for) 

 fieldwork 

 work visit 

Implementation costs 

 national symposium/conference/workshop organised within the research project 

 costs for Open Access publishing (solely in full gold Open Access journals, registered in the “Directory of Open 

Access Journals”  https://doaj.org/) 

 data management costs 

 costs involved in applying for licences (e.g. for animal experiments) 

 audit costs (only for institutions that are not subject to the education accountants protocol of the Ministry of 

Education, Culture and Science), maximum € 5,000 per proposal; for projects with a duration of three years or 

                                                                    
5  Per 0.2 fte scientific employee at a university of applied sciences (junior, medior and senior level, with a minimum appointment of 0.2 fte for a period of 12 

months), a maximum of € 15,000 material budget can be applied for each year of the appointment.  

https://doaj.org/
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less, a maximum of € 2,500 per proposal applies. 

 

Costs that cannot be applied for are: 

 basic facilities within the institution (e.g. laptops, desks, etc.); 

 maintenance and insurance costs. 

 

If the maximum amount of € 15,000 per year per full-time scientific position is not sufficient for realising the 

research, then it may be deviated from if a clear justification is provided in the proposal. 

Explanation of budget module Investments (up to € 150,000) 
In this budget module, funding can be requested up to a maximum of € 150,000 for investments in equipment, 

datasets and/or software (e.g. lasers, specialised computers or computer programs).  

Explanation of budget module investmensts (€ 150,000 to € 500,000) 
In this budget module, funding can be requested for investments in scientifically innovative equipment and/or data 

collections of national and international importance. The minimum amount that can be applied for is € 150,000.  

 

NWO funds a maximum of 75% of the total investment costs, up to a maximum of € 500,000.  

The applying institution must contribute at least 25% of the total costs of the investment. This contribution to the 

investment should be confirmed in writing by the applying institution when the proposal is submitted.  

 

The costs for investments should be adequately specified and motivated in the proposal. 

Funding can be requested for:  

 costs for investment in scientific equipment;  

 costs for investment in datasets;  

 personnel costs for the setting up of databases and the initial digitisation of the bibliographical equipment, if 

these cannot be purchased; 

 personnel costs for employees with specific, essential technical expertise needed in order to build or develop 

an investment. 

 

If funding for personnel costs is applied for, then the need for these personnel costs should be justified. If the 

applicant does not have this expertise available, then it should be stated that this expertise needs to be procured 

with these costs. The internal procurement procedures and/or guidelines of the applicant apply.  

 

Funding cannot be requested for: 

 costs of infrastructure facilities that can be regarded as part of the usual infrastructure; 

 data collections and any associated software and bibliographies that are already available in other ways; 

 other personnel costs, including personnel costs required to operate and conduct research with the facility; 

 maintenance and use of equipment. The costs for researchers using equipment for a project can be covered via 

the material budget. 

Explanation of budget module Knowledge utilisation 
The aim of this budget module is to facilitate the use of the knowledge that emerges from the research6. The 

budget applied for may not exceed € 25,000.  

Because knowledge utilisation takes many different forms in different scientific fields, it is up to the applicant to 

specify the costs required, e.g. costs of producing a teaching package, conducting a feasibility study into potential 

applications, or filing a patent application.  

The budget applied for should be adequately specified in the proposal. 

                                                                    
6  In this budget module, the definition for “knowledge transfer” used by the European Commission in the Framework for State Aid for research and 

development and innovation applies (PbEU, 2014, C198). 
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Explanation of budget module Internationalisation 
The budget for internationalisation is intended to encourage international collaboration. The budget applied for 

may not exceed € 25,000. The amount requested must be specified. If the maximum amount is not sufficient for 

realising the research, then it may be deviated from if a clear justification is provided in the proposal. 

 

Funding can be requested for:  

 travel and accommodation costs in so far as these concern direct research costs emerging from the 

international collaboration and additional costs for internationalisation that cannot be covered in another 

manner, for example from the bench fee; 

 travel and accommodation costs for foreign guest researchers; 

 costs for organising international workshops/symposia/scientific meetings. 

Explanation of the budget module Money follows Cooperation (MfC) 
The module Money follows Cooperation provides the possibility of realising a part of the project at a publicly 

funded knowledge institution outside of the Netherlands.  

The applicant must convincingly argue how the researcher from the foreign knowledge institution will contribute 

specific expertise to the research project that is not available in the Netherlands at the level necessary for the 

project.  

This condition does not apply if NWO has concluded a bilateral agreement concerning Money follows Cooperation 

with the national research council of the country where the foreign knowledge institution is located. On this NWO 

website you will find an overview of research councils that signed a bilateral MfC agreement with NWO.  

 

The budget applied for within this module cannot be more than 50% of the total budget applied for. 

A co-applicant from the participating foreign knowledge institution should satisfy the conditions set for co-

applicants in Section 3.1 of this call for proposals, with the exception of the condition that the co-applicant should 

be employed in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

The rates for the personnel costs of researchers at the foreign knowledge institution are calculated on the basis of 

the correction coefficients table of the Marie Skłodowska-Curie grants (EU, Horizon 2020), based on the Dutch 

VSNU rates. The table can be can be found on this web page of NWO. 

 

The main applicant receives the grant and is responsible for transferring the amount to the foreign knowledge 

institution and for providing accountability for the MfC part of the grant. The MfC part will be part of the overall 

financial accountability of the project. 

The exchange rate risk lies with the applicants. Therefore, gains or losses due to the exchange rate are not eligible 

for funding. The applicant is responsible for: 

 The financial accountability for all costs in both euros and the local currency, for which the exchange rate used 

must be visible; 

 a reasonable determination of the size of the exchange rate. If requested by NWO, the applicant must always 

be able to provide a description of this reasonable determination. 

 If more than 125,000 Euros is requested within this module, the final financial statement must be accompanied 

by an auditor's report. 

 

NWO will not issue any funding to co-applicants in countries that fall under national or international sanction 

legislation and rules. The EU Sanctions Map (www.sanctionsmap.eu) is guiding in this respect. 

 

 

https://www.nwo.nl/en/policies/international+collaboration/money+follows+cooperation
https://www.nwo.nl/en/policies/international+collaboration/money+follows+cooperation
https://www.nwo.nl/en/policies/international+collaboration/money+follows+cooperation
file://///nwo.nl/nwodata/Raad%20van%20Bestuur/8.%20Internationalisering%20en%20Europese%20samenwerking/7.%20Strategie%20internationaal/MFC/www.sanctionsmap.eu
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