
 Which subjects are suitable for research? 

 

Every scientific research subject is suitable for an application. However, the research should demonstrably 

connect with the collection(s) and/or the character of the museum or the museums from which the 

application is submitted. 

 

 What type of research has emerged from previous rounds of the Museum Grants programme? 

 

Since 2015, NWO has funded 14 projects within the Museum Grants programme. You can see the results of 

this via this link (Dutch).https://www.nwo.nl/over-nwo/X+publicatie/sgw/museumbeurzenprogramma-

2015-2018.html 

 

 Which requirements must the main applicant satisfy? 

 

The requirements for the applicant and institution are explained in Section 3.1 of the call for proposals. 

The main applicant is a museum employee with a temporary or tenured appointment. The main applicant 

has a master’s degree or is qualified in a comparable manner. 

 

 Who acts as the co-applicant? 

 

The museum employee is the main applicant. The collaborating professor or experienced researcher acts as 

a co-applicant. 

 

 Which requirements are set for the appointment of the applicant? 

 

The museum from which the proposal is submitted is registered or provisionally registered in the Dutch 

Museum Register. Researchers from the RKD – Netherlands Institute for Art History can also submit an 

application. 

 

 How many applications may an institution submit? 

 

Per museum, a maximum of two applications can be submitted. 

 

 When can an application be submitted? 

 

Applications in the first sub-round can be submitted until January 5th 2021, 14.00. Applications in the 

second sub-round can be submitted between January 6th and June 17th 2021, 14.00. 

 

 When will be decided which applications are awarded a grant? 

 

In February 2021, the selection committee will convene to assess the applications submitted in the first sub-

round. Grants are expected to be awarded in March. For the second sub-round, a decision is to be expected 

in July. 

 

 After submitting an application in the first sub-round, may I again submit an application in the second? 

 

Yes.  

 

 Can I submit publications or letters of recommendation with the application? 

 

As stated in Section 3.4 of the call for proposals, the application should be supported by an employer’s 

statement and letter of recommendation from the collaborating professor or experienced researcher. It is 
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not possible to submit other documents such as other letters of recommendation or publications. 

 

 Which elements count towards the maximum number of words in the various sections of the application 

form? 

 

In principle, the maximum number of words covers all text in the section. If there are exceptions to this, 

then these will be explicitly stated. In general, all references to literature in the text and all words in 

(captions of) tables, figures and images count towards the total number of words. If a list of references is 

requested in a separate section, for which no number of words is stated, then you do not have to include 

the content of this list in the total number of words. 

 

 Is it possible to upload file formats other than PDF? 

 

No. The submission system ISAAC only accepts documents in PDF format, because this is the only way to 

guarantee that the files received by NWO are identical to the files sent by applicants. The PDF files may not 

be encrypted either and may not contain bookmarks. If you experience technical problems converting your 

files to PDF files, then please contact your own ICT support or the ISAAC helpdesk. This helpdesk can be 

reached on work days between 11.00 hours and 17.00 hours CE(S)T via Isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl or via 

telephone number +31 20 346 7179. 

 

 Must the application always be submitted via the ISAAC system? 

 

Yes, submission via ISAAC is compulsory. The only exception to the compulsory submission via ISAAC is 

submission to ZonMw (Medical Sciences). 

 

 What is the role of the collaborating professor or experienced researcher? 
 
The professor or experienced researcher work together with the main applicant in a supervisory role to 
ensure the scientific quality of the research. 
 

 What conditions must the supervisor satisfy? 

 

A supervisor must possess a master’s degree or an equivalent qualification and be appointed at a Dutch 

university. Furthermore, the supervisor should have relevant expertise for the research proposed. 

 

 Does NWO assist the main applicant in searching for a supervisor? 

 

The applicant is free to look for a researcher who will supervise your research. However, NWO has had 

contact with scholars who would be willing to supervise projects. You may contact NWO if you would be 

interested to be supervised by one of these scholars.  

Isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl

