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On September 19-22, 2006, The AFRO Vaccine Regulators’ Forum (AVAREF) held its first meeting in Accra Ghana. The forum was organised by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and as one of the collaborative activities aimed at strengthening regulatory capacity in Africa with funding from the EDCTP and the Netherlands-African Partnership for Capacity Development and Clinical Interventions against Poverty related Diseases (NACCAP). 

	The forum brought together 80 participants from 25 countries the majority of them being African regulators involved either in the ethical or regulatory review of clinical trials applications or related functions in the regulatory pathway of vaccine products. The forum was also attended by researchers, product developers and regulatory experts from the European Medicines Agency (EMEA) and the Food and Drug Authority (FDA) of the United 
	

	
	Participants at the first Afro Vaccine Regulator's Forum in Accra, Ghana 

	States  of America. The African countries represented included Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Corte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.


The launching of AVAREF is in response to the critical need to establish a system to support National Regu- 
latory Authorities (NRAs) in the assessment of clinical trial applications, evaluation of clinical trial data, monitoring of clinical trials and evaluation of marketing authorisation dossiers in Africa. 

The forum aimed at: 

· providing scientific information to regulators of African countries that are involved in clinical trials of poverty related diseases, meningitis, rotavirus and other priority vaccines, on issues relevant to clinical trials evaluation and plans for registration in Africa 

· promoting communication and collaboration between clinical trial sponsors, clinical research organisations, NRAs and ethics review committees both in Africa and developed countries 

· identifying the need for expert support to the African NRAs for the regulatory review of clinical trials applications, evaluation of clinical data for registration purposes and other NRA functions 

· identifying needs for developing regulatory guidelines and procedures for the evaluation of vaccines. 

· identifying additional training needs to be facilitated by WHO; 

· identifying capacity needs of NRAs in the evaluation of clinical trial application, monitoring, registration dossiers and post approval safety monitoring 

· promoting of networking among African NRAs to facilitate sharing of expertise and skills in the review of clinical trials, monitoring and evaluation of vaccines and harmonisation of guidelines for these processes. 

Professor Charles Mgone, Head of Africa Office and Dr Michael Makanga the Capacity Developing Manager represented EDCTP at the forum. 


