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l Bird flue / West Nile Virus

- health and fitness relations
- health and pollution relations
- ecological immunology

This project will classify the occurrence of pathogens,
antibodies, parasites and pollution levels in individually
marked wild birds in the Arctic and Antarctic. Health can
be monitored over time when the individual is repeatedly
seen or caught.

We will study the immune system by running tests on
blood samples or by challenging the individuals and
monitor the production of antibodies.

Fitness of the birds is measured during sampling as
reproductive output or body condition, but also later as
e.g. survival.

Finally we will model temporal and spatial variation and
relate our findings to climate change, nature
management and human health.
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Country #| Country #
Netherlands* | 6| Canada * 5
Norway * 5| USA 6
Sweden 1| (Russia) 1
Denmark 1| Spain* 1
France 2| Poland 1
Germany 3| Australia 1
total | 34
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Students sampling Barnacle Geese
at Ny-Alesund, Spitsbergen, Norway



